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FRIEND, 


Have got a new Flea in my Ear, which you muſt needs 
pull out. It is like enough my importunity may not 
be over-welcom,and you may think perhaps1 grate on 
our Friendſhip, by prefſiog you againſt your humour : 
But truly, I have no mind to remain in the dark till 
you be in the humour of Writing. 1 may tarry long cnough, 
for ought I ſee, if I Ray till that day comes. In ſhort, Ithink 
my curioſity more reaſonable; than your humour 3 and for our 
Friendſhip I have given cnough to it, and more than I can juſti- 
fie to my reaſon,by forbearing you thus long 3 not but that your 
laſtcomplaints appeared to me as Juſt as Pathetical, and T truly 
wiſh I were able to contribute more to your caſe than a fruitleſs 


'' compaſſion, But what ? becauſe the World goes not as we 


would haveit, muſt we therefore whine away our lives, and 
mourn our ſclves out of what we may have, becauſe we can- 
not have all we would ? Alas! we arc but Paſſengers in the 
Ship of the World. Whatever our defires, whatever our 
concerns are, we mult be carried as Windsand Tides drive the 
great Veſſel.. Confider what a fine kind of madnefs *ewould 
be, togrowſullen, and negle& our ſelves, and fall out with 
our fellow Paſſengers, becauſe the Winds do not blow as we 
would have them. You and I have nothing to do with the 
Helm, and *tis wellwe have not, for with our unskilfulnefs we 
ſhould quickly have more to complain of than croſs Winds, 
But we know there is a-Pilot whom the Scas and Winds obey, 
and who having the appointing of his SubRitutes, we are ſure 
has choſen the fitteſt, However we' know he watches over 
them himſelf, and will certainly bring the Veſſel fafe into Har- 
bour at lack. The care- of our paſſage; is a buſineſs which be- 
longs to him, and with him we may ſccarely truſt it. This be-- 
ing ſo, I cannot ſee it is other than plain folly torepine our 


-  ſelvesat matters which belong not to us, and are befides in'fafe 


hands, into a negle& of thoſe which do. Ouronly- buſineſs 


Is to know as much as we canof our duty, and do as much as 
we know ; and this you ſhall permit me to purſue. If you 


A 2 refuſe 


rcſufe to go along with me, I muſt tell you plainly Iſhall have ' 
more reaſon to complain of your reſty humour, than you of. 
any thing belides. 

Lighting by chance on Aitzema's Reſolutions in the United 
Provinces, I obſerved an Addreſs, from the Deputys of the 
Synods to the States General, which ſhockt me ſtrangely. The 
firſt Article of the means propoſed by them for hindring.the 
Popes Hierarchy, &c. runs thus, That ell of the Popiſh Clergy, 
Jefiuits, Priefts, Fryars, &c. be kept out of the Land, theybe- 
ing no Subjeis of any ſeeular Princes or Magiſtrates, but only 
of the Court ® of Rome, according to their own Tenets, &c. 
Now T woridet not to ſee the Deputys of Synods willing to be 
rid of their Ckrpys company. Every body knows there is no 
great kindneſs betwixt chem : but that they ſhould deny them 
to be ſubjects of Secular Princes, and bring even themſelves 
for Vouchers, 8a thing I know not what to'rhake of. 

'* Pray Friend; do theſe-men fay true? If they do, the Pope 

is much'z"greater' man than took him for. *Tis not the Pa- 
trimony of St. Peter, ' the Liberality of Pepin, or Matbildir 

which confines his Soveraignty: for *tis plainly extended as 

far as his communion, and that not only-upon the ſcore of that 

Supremacy, which ſhares ſtakes with Princes, and leaving Tem- 

porals to ther contents it (elf with Spirituals'; but with a Su- 

periority which admits no Co-partnerſhip, and (ſweeps all for 

himſelf. Methinks it is a pretty trick this of the Pope to get 

his Subjets maintained at other folks charges, and ſet ups 

Principality of his own in the Dominions of other Princes. 

E BautyeclT _ how 'he could contrive'it : ' for ſhould any 

” /. men but the Pope come to any Prince, ' and ſay, 1 beſecch you, 
ET +.” let fo many of your Subjects leave acknowledging you, 
e Pld _ and turn Subjet to me 3 he had need of great power in Rheto- 
rick to hope 'to prevail. - Whatwiſe buſtles have ſometimes 

been made in the. World, and peradveneare ſtill continae in 

ſore places ? Princes think they do great matters when they 

ſuffer not the Pope to diſpoſe of Benefices in their Territories 

« to others than 'their own Subjecs 3 when all the while they 

have it ſeems no Subjects to whom they can be diſpoſed, untels 

they would have them diſpoſed to the Laity, which every body 

. knows cannot be :: yet much ado they keep to have thoſe only 

greterrcd, whoarc born in places Subje& to them ; as if it were 
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any matter where they were horn, if. when they-come to Bene- 
fices they are no longer Saba :& to any but the Pope3' and. All 

the diſpute be, whether . he all promotea Subjec of this or 

that Nation, but ſtill equally his own Subject. By this account 

a Benefice is a ſtrange thing for it diſſolves,the Tye betwixe 

Prince and SubjeCt. . And I ſhould think there is no worſe nor 

more ruinous Simony in the World,than to purchaſe one at the 

price of Allegiance. 4-4-4: 54 

I tell you truly, Friend, all this looks to me with a very. odd, 
face, and would almoſt tempt me to ſuſpet animoſity had 
tranſported the Holland Deputys to ſay.mere than perhaps they: 
| believed. Yet I thought it incredible, that perſons choſen 
and Commiſſionated to repreſent their Churches, ſhou!d come 
with a lie; in their mouth to an Aſſembly of the States Generel. 

Beſides, the Aſſembly fitting long, the Churches made a (e- 


cond Addreſs:-by new Deputysz and They again inſified on the. 


ſame Article, and for the ſame reaſon. I could not believe-this 
perſeverance ina change of perſons could be without ground. 
Nevertheleſs, as I love to hear both ſides, 1 was dctirous to 
know what-your menrſay to the matter. =o 

I had'none but Bellarmin at hand,, with whom, to tell you 
the. truth, I cared not. to meddle ;. I have dealt with bim, you, 
know, formerly, and found not my account, and ſhould have 
been glad of another Chapman. | But I. was over-ſtockt with 


Curiolity, a fretting Ware, and which will not ſtay for a good. - 


Market. As much as my mind miſgave me, in defect of ano- 
ther, 1, ventur'd on;him, 'and read .his 28: and 29 Chapters of 
his firſt Book de Clexicjs, where he treats of this matter. 3 and *tis 
juſt as I feared ; for I know not how it happe but I have 
alwaics mighty ill luck with Be/larmin, ; for any ſatisfaction I 
have got, Imight.e'en as well have thrown Crols or Pile for 
the matter. Tomy thinking, he talks a good while en both 
fides, and fo as to reſerve the liberty of anſwering SzbjeAs, or. 
nos Subjeds, as happens to be moſt convenient. when the Que- 
Gion is askt. , On the one ſide he;tells us that the Clergy, be- 
ſides. heir Clerical capacity, are alſo Citizens and parts of the 
Politick Common- wealth, and in that reſpeR obliged to keep. 
the Civil Laws, conſiſtent with the holy Canons and duty of a. 
Qlerical life ; becauſe otherwiſe much trouble and confuſion, 
would happen in the Common-wealth. Qa the other oohs 

t 
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thatthe obligation, which the Clergy have to obſerve the Civil 
Laws, isdirc@ive only, not co-aQtive, and that only in de- - 
fect of an Ecclefiaftical Law. For ſhould an Eccleſiaftical Law 
diſpoſe otherwiſe even of the temporal things ordered: by the 
Civil Law, the Clergy are to ſtick tothe Ecclehiaſtical, and not 
obſerve the Civil ſo much as direQively. Again, that they 
cimot be judged by the Civil Magitirate, If they donot keep 
the Civil Law; and that their Goods, whether Ecclefiaſtical 
or Secular are not liable-to the Tributes of Secular Princes. 

To my apprehenſion now, the Clergy, according to one 
half of this Dotrine, are very good: Subjes3 according to 
the other, none at all. -If they be parts of the Common-wealth, 
they muſt of neccſſity-be Subjects, unlefs they be Princes ; 
For a'Commor-wealth folds hone but Prince and Subjects, If 
they be oblig'd to the obſervation of the Civil Laws, they are 
SubjeQs again, ithat "obligation: being the very thing we call 
fubjeRtion. But if:thpir Actions, when they break the Laws, 
are not liable to the : cognizance'of the Civil Magiſtrate, nor 
their Goods in their'ſhare in the common burthens 3 if they 
obey the Laws only out of good nature, and to doas others do, 
and no loffÞer than till they have order tothe contrary, I ſtiould 
chink they arc not SubjeQs, unle(s in reſpeRt of him whoſe or- 
ders they are'to obey. For there can be no SubjeRs without 
a Prince, nor Prince without Power, nor Power without ſome- 
thing on which it may be exerciſed. If he Secular Prince 
can exerciſe no power over theirperſots, nor what they have, 
nor what they do there remains nothing, that I ſee, on which 
his Power can work ; and conſequently neither Power, nor 
Prince, nor Subjec&. Wherefore to my apprehenſion all this is 
Handy Dandy: ” the Clergy are Subjecs, or not Subjects, ac- 
cording to the hand you chuſe, or Bellarmin will open, 

'T could be content to underfiand by the way, if I mighthope 
to underſtand any thing of Bellarmiv, what meaning there is 
in his diſtinction betwixt Dirc&ive and' Co-aQive obligation. 
What Dirc&ive means, and what Co-aQive, I think, I under- 
ſtand. He who ſhews me a way I know not, is ſaid to Direc 
and who'draws me along in it, whether I will or no, to Force 
me, | So Laws are properly called-Direive, becauſe'they in- 
form.us what we arc todo5' and Co-aRive, becauſe they con- 
ſtrain us by fear of puniſbmentto follow their 'direQior. prac 

s * cording , 


(5) 


cording to this, it may be ſaid with ſence, whether with Truth | 


or,nois another Queſtion, ..That the Clergy are directed by the 
Laws to: what is fit for them to do, but not obliged to doit. 
But it paſſes my capacity how Obligation ſhould be dividedinto- 


DircRive and Co-aRive, -or Co-aive, and not Co-aQRive, 


when all obligation to my thinking is-Co-aRivez For ſince 
he who is obliged to any thing, is not at liberty to door leave it 
undone, but conſirained'to do it in'force of the obligation up- 
on him, methioks obligation imports Co-aRion in its Notion 3 
and that to ſay, there can be an-,obligation, which is aot Co- 
aQive, is to ſay there can be an obligation which,is not an obli- 
tion. I fancy Bellarmin.took his hint from Baxinces, who 
ing free from the Co-aRtionof their Laws,cyst ablerxe their 
Direction becauſe they. will, - and ſee it $855; But then for.this 
very reaſon, - becauſe they arc not ſuhjec:to.theix co-aRion, - we. 
fay Princesare - abſolutely not obliged by their Laws ; audit 
Bellarmin lrad:a'mind to make-the Eaſe equal betywixt them and 
the Clergy» che ſhould put noobligation in;the, Clexgy, as the 
Canguage of the World puts none in;Princes: Yet to fay the 
» Econceive. by his pgt co-aRive obligation, he intended 
he Clergy from conſiraint /aud punilliſfſþent, ..ſo - 
the Secular Magiſtrate I nothing to dg with it 3 which whe-- 
ther, he have: pnno; I enquire not now. Whoeyer has to do 
with it, if the thingbe to be done, if the Clergy be puniſh- 
able in the Ecclefialical Court only-if you .will, 'co-aQion (ill 
is inſeparable from obligation, and .not co-aQive obligation 
puretiddle..::..:,i > ic 1 , rae 1 
Again, fince thexeaſon. be gives-of his DircRive. obligati- 
on of the Clergy, is taavoid. conſulion in the Common-wealth, . 
I would gladly know how much leſs confuſion there-would be, 
if they broke the, Laws, not by a xeſtinel(s of their own, but by. 
command: fram another. . Both ways the Laws would be bro» 
ken, .andſo the thing be done, it matters not much which way. 
If there. be any diffcrence, 1 ſhould think diſobedience from 
private Capricios leſs inconvenient than from publick com- 
mands. ...Capricios- are ſeldom cither univerſal or laſting, 
'Fhoſe who. remain'd ſober, would help to reclaim the reſt, 


not to.cxempt the 


.and a hundred remedies might be applied, with hopes of ſuc- 


cels. \ Fat wes the diſobedience is univerſal and counte- 


.nanc'd by thority, the diſcaſc js littlc Rr TNEpeones. : 
c 


(6) 


Ore had as good ſay, the Clergy are bound to keep the Laws? 


a5 !org 33 they can do but alitttke harm by breaking them; inf 
to break them when they can do'a great deal. Lerius putthe 
cafe in his own Examples. If the Secular Power impoſe fach 


a ratc on vendible things, or forbid carrying of Arms in the. 


night, or tranſportation of Corn out of the Country, or the 
Tike, the Clergy are to obey as well asthe reſt, till an Eccleft- 
aftical Law diſpoſe otherwiſe ;,' very well. Let .us ſuppeſe 
then that the Sectlar Power; 'By the 'Authotity which'ic has in 
theſe things, has rated a 'pot of Ale at a penny ſhould the 
Clergy out of Thrift or ſtubbornnefs pay. but a half-penpy, 
others would either grumble they ſhould have their drink 
cheaper, or perhaps ſell 'them none, *'To avoid'this inconvehis 
ente, they are direttively obliged to'pay a whole penny, -pros 
vided the Ecclliaſtical Law'interpoſeinot 3 but Ter that'come; 
and ſet another rate, a half penny for Example, ' then they are 
Co-attively obliged to pay no more. Now T would fainknow 
Clergy muiſt pay but i half .penhy our of confrience; * thi 
fore whgg they would pay'no more qut of 'ftubhorimels. 'W 
Other people grumble 'lefs at RN : or will-thicy' get 
any more drink? For my part I ſuſp:& the Ale-houſe-keeper 
will turn ſtubborn in thcir turns, ” and not afford them for thei! 
half penny what they cat have a penny for of the Lay-good+ 
fellows, who both dircRively and co-aRively pay d- 
ing to the Secular rate. I doubt they will be forc'dtoftrain'a 
point of Conſcience, . and for all the Ecclefiaſtical Law, and 
their obligation to ſtick to it, be even co-aQively obliged co Pay 
as Others do, or remain thirſty. 'Go on if you pleaſe to the ret 
with.the imagination, for 1 will ſtay no longer here, and when 
you have confidered the difference betwixt breaking the Prohi- 
bitions of weapons, or Tranſporting Corn, &c. by private 
\ Capricios, and publick and obligatory commands, telF me whe- 
ther Bellarmin were not ina pleaſant humour,and had great care 
of theCommonwealth, when he made a little inconveniencerea- 
ſon enough to oblige the Clergy to keep the Civil Laws,and per- 
mits. and makes it their duty to break them with twenty times a 
- greater. I ay nothing of the greateſt inconvenſence of all, the 
acknowledging a Forreign Authority, which can oblige ſogreat 
a zumber of perſons living within the bounds, and taken'for 


of Bellarmiz, how much leſs inconvenience there is, how Uh A 


members 


l 
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members of the Common-wealth, as belong to the Clergy, 
tobreak all Laws even in Temporal things, becauſe at preſent 
I mind only how pat the reaſon is which he gives for his Dire- 


five obligation of the Clergy : Otherwiſe that Dofrine brings 


not only confuſion -and. trouble, but ruin to the Common- . 


won and is abſolutely intolerable, But this is not a place 
or it. 

To return into our Road, Belarmis tells us at laſt, that 
the Clergy and Laity have, even in Temporals, different Laws, 
a different Prircce, and different Tribunals, and that the Com- 
moni wealth which holds them, is in truth and formally two 
Common-wealths, though' becauſe they all live in the ſame 
place, and under proteQtion of the, ſame. Prince, it be mate- 


rially one. Alſo that, in refpe& of the Clergy, Princes are -\. his 
not ſuperiour Powers, and therefore the Clergy are not bound 41 


to obcy them neither by Divine, nor ſo much as Human right, 
unleſs DireQively in certain caſes, as was aid before. This is 
full and home ; for Bellarmin can ſpeak plain enough when he 
has a mind to it. But the Queſtion, and my Curioſity are 
now at anend. For I do not mean to be laught at by perſift> 
ing to enquire, whether the Clergy be ſubje@ to him who is 
not their Prince, nor in reſpe& of them a ſuperiour power. It 


is ſomething (irange though. By this account the Clergy are . 


no more ſubjects to the Prince, in whoſe Dominions they live, 
than Aliens, who live in his Country under his proteQion. 
They are as much anew and ſtrange kind of Aliens, bred and 
born, and unmoveably ſetled in a Common-wealthz and yet 
Aliens till. However it be, 'Thave no more to ſay to the Hol- 
land Depitys. Bellarmin has acquitted them. It remains 


- that he acquit himſelf: for as great a man as he is, fo unex- * 


pected and fo important a DoQrine will hardly paſs upon his 


bare word. | 
He proves it both from Human and Divine Right. . And I 


commend him for leaving nothing out;but think nevertheleſs I. 


may dedud& the one half, and confine my inquiry to Divine 
Right. For Human Right being either by Civil or Ecclcfiaſti- 
cal Laws, what the Clergy have by Civil Laws, is (© far from 
prejudicing their ſubje&ion, that it rather confirms if. For 
Receiving is an acknowledgment of the power from which 
they receive. Beſides Princes, OY they ca or no, yetuſe 

noe 


* 
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(8) 4 
not to grant apy thing derogatory from their own Soveraſgnty: [1 
or if they do, recal it on better conſideration. What in he. 1 
lar it is, which the Clctgy have this way, we muſt enquire of 
thoſe who know the Laws ; whatever it be, much good may ie 
dothem. Wereall men of my mind, peradventure it ſhould 
| be more thanitis; for Iam of opinion, they cannot be refpe. 
Acd too much ; and whatever ſerves; whether to” preſerve or 
increaſe that reſpeR, is the Laitys good as much as theirs, and 
perhaps moxe.. _ 


As for Eccleſiaſtical Laws, I conceive they need no place of 
thcir own at-preſent, but may come in either with Civil or Di- 
vine, For if the ſireſs be put only there, fo that before the Ec- 
YR | +» clcſiaſtical Laws were made, the Clergy were Subjects, and had 

*þ "ar been foftill if thoſe Laws had not exempted them from ſubje= 
foul Gion,, Princes I ſuppoſe will expe their conſent ſhould be 
asktz Eccleſiaſtical Laws of this nature not binding without 
the concurrence of the Civil Power, And then the Queſtion, . . 
* will be, to what and how far the Civil power is engaged, which. 
plainly belongs to Civil Right ? But if the Eccleſiaſtical Law | 
be ſuppoſed, not originally to give, but declare and prefs that | 
exemption, as due to-the Clergy by an antecedent Law of. 
God or nature, the exemption is then refunded into that an- 
 tecedent: Law, and there, as I conceive, it only pinches. 
Wherefore leaving Bellarmin”s proofs from Civil and Ecclefi- 
altical Laws, to thoſe who are skil'd and concern'd io them, 
'E am only curious to know what kind of proofs he'will bring 
fram the Divine Law, which if; it do command ſuch things as 
he affirms of the Clergy. truly, T have hitherto been very ith | 
infiruced-in it. He divides them igto the two branches of 
» Politive and Natural Divine Law; cither of which would have 
ſerv'd his turn 3 but he will_needs undertake for both, 
Beginning with the Poſitive, he defires us firſt to obſerve, 
That by the Poſitive Lary of God, be meaus uot any command of 
God properly. ſo called, which expreſly appears ia Holy Writ, 
but what may by ſome ſimilitude be deduced from the Examples 
or Teſtimonys of the Old or New Teſtament,” Now this ſeems to- 
me a vexy. inauſpicions beginning, and as much as to ſay, that 
by che Poſitipe Law of God, he means the” xot-Peoſitive Law of 
Gods, For pray what does Poſitive {ignitic ? It is uſed in con- 


trxadiſftinCtion to Natural, and Natural ſignifies the LO. L- | 
F . ' ; 


m_ 


is no exprels command of his, and we are left to our uncertain 
' Deduttions? What difference betwixt: this, and : the caſe of © 


ons it rkes; "why is. not that end tobe refunded rather. ings _—y of 


(9.) | 

Rule of AQions,. imprinted in us by Reaſon ;. which inaſmuch 
as it is our nature, gives it the Title.of Natural; inaſmuch as 
that nature proceeds from God, the Title of Divine. But be. 
cauſe it happens from the ſhoxtneſs, or corruption of nature, 
that what appears reafonable to one, appears unreaſonable to 
another; this Rule becomes a kind of Lesbian Rule, bent by 
our paiſions (cveral wales. To remedy which miſchief, ;and © 
not leave us altogether to the uncertain. condu&t of. our erring 
Judgements, God ;in his mercy has expreſly.declared his plean | 
ſure, about what weare to do, or avoid, in the matters ſo des 1m 47 
clared. This expreſs declaration is called his Poſitive Law, 4: 4* f5: ang 5 , 
which ſupplys the defe&s of nature, and. freeing; us from «4+ 6 a 
groping blindly in the dark, and wrangling fruitleſly. and end- 
leſly about what is or is not our duty, fets it in actear; light bes | 


fore us, and leaves us nothing to do but:perfornmit. -., 
This being fo, I would fain learn: of, BelJarmin what pre- © 
tence there can be for the Politive Law of God, where there 


pure nature, and what ſhall hinder us. from wrangling ;as Jong a 

and toas little purpoſe, as if. there were: no ſuch; thing as his « $22-47 9 

Politive Law in the World ? Nay though we could come to ap wo £ 
4 
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lome afſilt ance from it towards the, di :ction,.of. our Realows I lu Fad | 


; (10) 
fhoutd:not fear to make ſo bold at every turn with God and his 
Law. For whoever is miſtaken in his reaſoning , plainly 
pins his own miſtakes upon unerring Truth and! who is not, 
has at moſt but hit upon a true concluſion in Divinity, which if - 
he will call the Poſitive Law of God, he muſt have a larguage 
by himſelf. | 
? T oventheleſs if Bellermin once in his life be infallible in his 
Logick, and have rightly deduc'd his concluſion from his Pre- 
miles whether it may be called the Poſitive Law of God orno, 
| q I acknowledge it is to be embrac'd, as all Truth is whatever 
«© '* © © © mameit have, and however we come by it, But I muſtneeds 
' * ***  avow, hiscredit is not great enough with me to engage my la- 
zineſs into the trouble of examining his Arguments. Eſee he 
, Cites Claſſical Authors; men of great names even among your. 
ſclves, who know as little of the pofitive Law, he talks of, as 
” my ſ:lf, and who poſitively deny there is any fuch thing in 
. the caſe; | | | 
_ | By the way, one may perceive it was not Lightneſs, but Ne- 
ceffity which drew Bellarmin to intitle his reaſonings tothe Law 
of God. He had'a mind to eſtabliſh the exemptions of the 


= 


v2 hob Clergy- on that Baſis, which he was ſure was firm and un- 
moveable. But becauſe there was noſuch Law to be found, 
£ L «& -' * toput his owndeduGtions inits ſicad, was a forc'd put.. Andif 
FR "Mp h 


z ſecond reaſon may be thought of, why he ſhould leave un- 
done what was impoſſible to be done, I ſuppoſe he migtit have 
__ © .* Comeconliderationof the Gentlemen his  Adverſarys. ' For it 
would have been a troubleſome buſineſs co have made out, how 
there ſhould be a poſitive Law of God, of which Maſters in 
Frael, as well as himſelf, were ignorant, had he underſtood by it > } 
what others do. | 
But to let this paſs; till heand his Friends are agreed, I have 
no temptation to thruſt my ſelf into their quarrels. Idonot 
think but they have ſomething ſtill'to fay for themſelves, for all 
he has urged againſt them. Till he have ſiopt their mouths, {| 
' and left them without reply, I'think I may rake the liberty to 
think ther as likely tobe in the rjightas he, and unblameably dif- 
ſent from him, as well as thofe of his own party. 
Again, People in this Age uſe not to perform altogether ſo 
much- as they-Protmiſe 7 and? BeHarmin does'not promiſe more 
than fomelimilitude between the caſes he finds in the Scripture, 
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© " and that of the Clergy now adaics: Though he ſhould pex- 
form to the uttermoſt, I ſuſpeR the reſult would: be little more 
than to make hard ſhift to brivg an Argument againſt himſelf... 
He mentions in all four places of Scripture, whereof three, 
according to his own reckoning, amount but to this ; The Le- 
vites were exempted by the Poſitive Law, and therefore Prieſts, 
who are as good men as they, ' ought to be fo too. I fear Bel-- 
larmin will hardly be contented, though a man ſhould allow 
him all the exemptions which can be proved due to the Levites 
by the old Law. But I will not meddle with tat matter. ' It” 
| is plain that God did exprelly give the Levites the exemptions 
mentioned in the old Law ;. it is confeſſed by Bellarmin, that 
there is no expreſs mention in the new Law of thoſe extmptions . 
to the Clergy for which he contends. I ſee not why this does - 
not evidently conclude, that God was not of Bellarmin's mind, . 
and intended not that the Clergy ſhould owe their exemptions 
to his Law. For otherwiſe, why did he not exempt them ex-. 
preſly as he did the Levites ? Unleſs we could (wallaw the 
Blaſphemy of imagining God was leſs cazeful of Priefis than 
Levites: Or when he came to deliver us anew Law,forgot to in- 
ſert all he intended, and left it to be ſupplied by our whimſys. 
Theſe places, I think, prove the juſt contrary of-what Bellar- 
win would have, and that which follows is, that as the ex- * 
emptions of the Levites were by the poſitive Law of God, be» ; 
cauſe they are expreſly mentioned in it, ſo the Clergys exem- 
ptions are not by the politive Law of God, becauſe therc is no . 
mention of them in it. | 
However it be, when brefleQ that the Topick which, for 
want of a better, Bellarmin is faintochuſe, is 4 Simili, and 
that Like, or Valike is to be found or made every whete:. when 
.T refle, that even this too dwindles into a quendam fimilitu- 
, dizem, athbing which may be found in the moſt contrary things, 
that are, for there is ſome kind of likeneſs even betwixt Fire 
and Water, I cannot ſee but that to meddle with it, is to begin 
an Inquiry which never will have end. For Lbelieve Doom(- 
day will ſooner come, than he ſhall have made his caſes ſolike, 
' that nodifference can be found between them ; and till he do, 
the Topick concludes not. | 
I turn me therefore to obſerve what work he will make with 


his Divine natural Law, which he tirſt diſtipguiſhes into theee 
* _ degrees. 


» 
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degrees. In the firſt, he: places thoſe commanc's of nature; " 
which are ſo clearly imprinted in mens hearts, that they need ' 
no Diſcipline or Art, but by. the bare light of Reafon, ever i 
without the help of new diſcourſe, are by all cſicemed Juſt: \ 
As that Good is to be delired, Evil avoided, &c. The ſecond \ 
degree, is of thoſe which follow from thoſe firſt principles as }F 1 
immediate concluſions, naturally flowing by an eafie, evident } « 
and neceſſary conſequence 3 and which, as the former, need 
not Diſcipline or Art, but only ſimple diſcourſe, ſuch as all men 
may have. Of*this kind he reckons the commands of the De- 
calogue. | Now the Exemptions of the Clergy belong not to | 
either of theſe two, but to a third Degree of natural commands, 
which he ſays are indeed deduced from the Law of nature, 'but 
dy a conſequence neither abſolutely neceflary, nor altogether 
evident, and which therefore fiand in need of Humane Confſti> 

tution. | 
I ſhould be beholding to him who would tel me what this ! 
means. For I can make nothing of it, and am mightily afraid F 
this unneceſſary, and unevident conſcquence of his, has a third 
, quality, and will prove unintelligible too. Deducing, 1 think, 
fignifies diſcovering the connexion of two Terms between 
themſelves, becauſe they are both conneRed with one third. If 
' that connexion be not ſeen, I ſhould think ?tts all one as if it } 

were not- and if it beſeen, then to him who ſees it, *tis evi- 

dent, I ſhould think again, that where there is no necefſary 
- conſequence, or connexion of Terms in the concluſion, there is 
no connexion of them with a Third in the Premiſes. For if 
there be, their connexion is as neceſſary, as -the connexion of Þ}- 
that Third with it ſelf, or its being whatit is ; ſo that the con- }F 
ſequence*plainly is cither neceſſary, or none. If this be fo, a 
conſequence neither evident nor neceflary, is evidently and nt- 
« Ceffarily no conſequence, and ſo far from communicating the 
force of the Law of nature to the concluſion, that it commu- | 
'nicates none at all. | + | 
Wherefore -take away the learned Terms, and that which 
Bellarmin ſays, is in plain Engliſh this, Twould have you bt- 
lieve that the Law of Nature commands the exemptions of the 
Clergy, which it may do for ought Iknow, though T neither fee-it 
dots, nor any neceſſity why it ſhould. But yet T would have you be- 
-Wevr' it, becanſe Ifind it would be very convenient it- ſhould be [o. 
egy h Though 
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{| Though this ſound not altogether ſo amuſipgly as-in his'lan- 


guage, yet 1 fancy it might beas efficacious. For plain dealing: 
isa taking thing, and' might perhaps work with many 3 but 
when you ſet upon them with dint of Argument, people ſtand 


- ypon their guard, and to attempt them with unneceſſary and: 


unſeen conſequences, is a deſperate buſineſs, when the moſt evi-: 
dent necefary in the World often fails of ſucceſs. | 
The truth is, Bellarmin himfclf does not truſt his DeduRi- 
ons at this time z For he ſays, they ſtand in needof Humane 
Conſtitution. And I pray for what is this Humane Conſtitution.” 
needful? Is it to make the not evident, and not neceſſiry con- 
cluſion, evident and neceſ{ary, and make that follow from na-" 
tural Principles, which does not follow from natural Principles? 
This indeed is what needs : but *tis more than Humane Con-, 
fiitution can do. For Conclutions follow from the ſeen Identi- 
ty of Premiſcs, and all the Authority of all mankind put toge= 
ther, can never make that b: seen, which is not to be ſeep, or. 
an Identity where there is a diff:xence. Or does he-mean thee + 
Humane Conſtitution is needful to make the Conclufion, which 


* cannot prevail by its own ſtrength, be accepted in.vertue of the - 


conſtitutive Authority £ This-indeed Humane conſtitution can 
do; for it matters not whether the concluſion be well or ill de- Ji 
duced, if thoſe who can command, will have it obey'd. But 
then what is eſtabliſhed this way tands wholly upon Humane, 
and not at all on Natural Right, farther than as Nature or Rea-" 
fon is the: ground of all Laws. For take away the Humaye: 
conſtitution, nature is fo-far from obliging-any body to a con» - 


- ſequence confefledly unconcluding, that on the contrary it ob- 


liges him not to accept it, he being not true to his Reaſon,., 
which is his nature, who does. This being plain, to what pur- 
poſe does Bel/armin keep ſuch ado with the Law of nature, when 
he meant to reſolve all intothe pure Law of man at Iaſi? 

I ſhould gueſs, by the hint he gives preſently after, that he 
hada mind to make his Exemptions unalterable ; for he. infers, 
that what depends on the Law of Nations, which he makes: 
equivalent tohis third branch, canaot be abrogated.or changed 
by Princes, becauſe it is in ſome ſort natural. This would have 
founded ſomething like, if. he had not told us what he meant, 
But the miſcheif is, we know befare-hand; that his iz fome ſort 
nataral, means. deduc'd from Nature neither evidently nor ne- 

ceſſarily, 
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_ <<arily, and that ſignifying not deduc'd, the fott which he 
calls natural, ſignifies a fort of ſtanding upon nature, fo as not- 
toſiand upon nature, but upon the needful humane Authority, 
that is a not natural fort, And then, becauſe his Exemptions 
can be no otherwiſe unchangeable than as they are natural,there 
is neither evidence nor neceſſity of their unchangeablenels, and [| 
ſo the moſt that can be ſaid of them, is that they are unchange- 
able in ſome ſort likewi'e, namely in ſuch fort as they are natu- 
ral, that is, in a not unchangeable, or changeable ſort. | 
Whercfore when we. come to caſt up accounts with Bellar- - 
min, and (ce what his Divine Right amounts to, we find that 
what he calls Divine Poſitive Law, is, even by his confeſſion, no 
Law of God, but deduRtions from the worſt and moſt hopeleſs 
.of Topicks. Which who will go about-to examine, had need 
be a man of great ciſure, and who can promiſe himſelf a great 
' agez otherwiſe his attempt will bedeſperate; and what he 
calls Divine Natural Law, is likewiſe no Law of Nature, bue :;|- 
' DeduRions like the former, as weak and as endleſs, and which © 
- to fave us the fruitleſs trouble of examining, he'fairly gives us 
warning are unconcludiog, And this is Divine Right ig Bel- 
larmin's language. I 
oh. Notwithſlanding, becauſe Truth has influence on the aRions 
of men, not as it is init ſelf, but as it appears to them, it im-. 
ports not ſo much what is, as what is apprehended 3 where- 
fore let Bellarmin's proofs be never ſo bad, if you apprehend 
them good, ?tis all one as if they were p:rfe& Demonſtrations, 
» Tell me then what you think of the matter ; what you believe, 
and what you do in this point z whether Bellarmin and the | 
f{ , Church be of the ſame mind, and all the immunities attri- 
buted by him to the Clergy, paſs among you for unqueſtionably 
_Divine and Unalterable Right. And remember our Queſtion 
is not whether they have exemptions or no. Every body ſees 
they are, and ought be free from divers burthens of the Com- ||. 
mon-wealth, ſince otherwiſe they could not live a Clerical life, | 
as *tis necefſary, even for the good of the Laity chey ſhould, 
But the queſtion is, what thoſe Exemptions are, and how They 
come by them. For my part I ſhould think that if anyEx- 
emption claimed or enjoy'd by them, bediſcovered harmful 
tothe Common-wealth, ſuch an exemption is netther neceſla- 


xy to 2 Clerical life, nor commanded by God. In ay 7" 
| | ce 
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and conceive they might be very good Clergy men without it. 


. ,What prejudice can it be to the Dignity and perfection of their 


fate, to be aw'd fromdoingill by fear of puniſhment 2 Todo 
ill is the greateſt prejudice toboth z how being reſtrained from 
prejuicng their ſiate, ſhould be a prejudice. to their ſtate, is 
eyond my underſtanding. . They are but men, . as much 
the beſt men as They ought tobe, and to have their frailty ex- 
pos'd to one Temptation more than the reſt. of mankind, and 
that the ſtrongeſt of Temptations, Impunity, is, in my opt- 
nion, far from a Benefit. I think he is not their Friend who 
cxempts them from fear of puniſhment, unleſs he exempt them 
£00 from the poſliibility of deſerving it. _ . n 
Again, would They do any thing misbecoming their condie 
tion, if They paid their ſhares in Publick Taxes? They who 
are to wean the hearts of the Laity from affeQion to Riches, 
and the reſt of periſhable goods, ſhould rather ſet them an ex- 
ample of their DoQrine: and are like to be heard but ill, when 
they Preach on that ſubje&, if they be known to love Riches 
themſelves, and refuſe, in the necefficties of the *Common= 
wealth, to part with what the wiſdom of it judges they may, 
ſpare. Either ſhew me that a Clergy man cannot live as a 
Clergy man ſhould, without fuch exemptions as theſe, or 1 
ſhall never believe they are commanded by the Law of God or 
Nature. | | | 
Then the Tenure, by which they hold what they have, is co 
be confider?'d. Not but what they have purcly from the Picty 
and Liberality of men is truly theirs, and tolook upon it with 
regret, is Envy, and to take it cauſleſly away, Injuſtice. Not- 
withſtanding though there were no more in the caſe, it is 
point of Gratitude to acknowledge our BenefaQors. But if 
we rc, that DivincRight is an unmoveable Baſis, on which 
whatever ſtands can never be ſtirred 3 Humane Right is ſubje&kt 
to the contingency of Humane things ; it will appear of conſi- 
derable importance, on. which ef the two the exemptions of 
the Clergy be ſettled for it may happen, that what is conve- 
nient in one time and place, may be inconvenicnt elſewhere, 
and in another ſcaſon. Now *tis in Human Authority to pro- 
videa remedy for whatever inconvenience change of circum- 
ſtances ſhall produce in Exemptions derived from Human Au- 
| bs thority« 
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1 ſce no neceſſity of their exemption from Secular Tribunals, 


(16) 
ority. But if all be thought to flow from a Divine Spring, 
let the waters be never fo troubled; or corrupt, never ſorq- 
pid, or overflow with never formuch prejudice, the miſchief 
without remedy, - By 'the way, fince noill can proceed from 
the Fountain of Good, if any Exemption bring miſchicf along 
with it, that Excmption conſutes it felf, and-needs no ſecond 
' Argument to evidence it has no wartant from-God or Nature, | 
Bellarmin now ſays, They are of Divine Right all : Reaſon ſays 

j ſome, at leaſt, are haxmful'to Princes, harmful tothe Com. 
© mon-wealth, harmful to the Clergy themſelves: what ſays the 
Church ? Is ſhe for Bellarmin, or Reaſon ? You and I have kepe 

2 great coyl to little purpoſe, if ſhe ſtand faſt to Be/«rmin, and 

« a!tonr paſtIabour is e*cn much adoabout nothing. + 
For what avails it to ſhut up the great gate ot Direc, and 
back Yoor of Indirect Power, if there be fiill a way under- 
ground to get into the houſe? All hitherto ſaid in behalf of 
Princes is, that the Pope cannot take away their Kingdoms for 

q any cauſe. What is this better than a Cheat, if he can, even 
wirhout avy cauſe, take'away their fubjeQs? For whatisz 
Kingdom good for, and indeed what is it but the ſubjeRs ? 
Conſider what a Prince he were, into-whoſe Domivions ſtran- 
gers might enter in what numbers they pleaſed without his. 
+, leave, and plant, and ſettle themſelves, and live without ſub- 
3, tion to him ; And tell me what difference there is, whether. 
thoſe men be ſtrangers or natives. * This is at leaft a partial De- 

| poſition, afair. ſteptoatotal, and io ſome reſpe worſe.. For 
that may be avoided bya Prince, who will alwaies do. what the. 
Pope pleaſes, and give him no hold, ſinceit cannot be put in 

practice without Demerit. But from this no, even, Merit can- 

preſerve any Prince. The Pope not only may, but of neccſlity 

' muſt depoſe him from all Soverainty over as many as belong to- 
the Clergy. And how far may that carry ? Excmpriggs, if 

E miſtake not, are extended to the Families of Clergy-meg too, 
and fo as many ſervants as they take, ſo many ſubjects the 
Prince loſes. What if they ſhould ſtretch it a little farther to, 

* honorary ſervants too, and bring ex<mptions into faſhion as 
, well as ProteQions ? ' ſhould 'wonder it all this, and twenty 
times as much; 'mjght not be deduc'd fromthe Law of Nature 
too, in Bellarmin's method, incvidently and unneceſfarily.. 


* What if they ſhould yicld ſometimes to the frailty of _— 
| and: 
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[3 and out of Avarice or Revenge, take their Neighbours Goods 
FL of lite” ? If they cannot be Indited, but are exempt from that « 


's Fear, which is the great ſecurity men in community have of 

m their Lives and Fortunes, 1 ſaſpe& *will not be good living. .- 

'p toonear a Clergy-man. | ; 
d But co leaveſuch unlikely Speculations, the Clergy, eſpeci- © ; 
F } ally in their Countries, where Religious abound, arc conſide- + 6" hits cal 
\'S rable evenin number; and every where in quality, for the Int —_— ED aw. 
T- fluence they .have over the people, more I believe-than any his pofs, w 1p itt of 4 
IC other kind of thoſe into which the people are divided. *-Conft- in can of ho gpl g 
at | der what fine doings there: would be, if the moſt conſiderable | 
d partof a Nation owe no ſubjecion to the Prince, no contri» 

\ } bution to the common-neceſſities, no obedienceto the Laws, 

d ia ſhort, bea part of the Nation, and no part of the Commog- 

ſo wealth. What Title have they.to the benefits of it, who bear 

f no ſhare in the burtbens? What to the proteGion of Laws, 

r þ whobreak them at pleaſure? What pretence to ſecurity inthe 


enjoyment of their Goods, from which they, who ſecure them, 
can promiſe themſelves no aſfiftavce upon occaſion ? Other - 
mens eſtates are fſ0- theirs, that they are more the Common- 
wealths, which can at any time take as much of them, as the 
publick neceſſities require, With what comes to the Clergy, 

ſhe has no more todo, more than to keep it ſafe to them, that 
they may keep it ſafe from her, and be a Guard for them againſt 
her ſelf; Confider what this imports. I miſtake, if 1 have 
not heard of times and places, in which a fourth part of the va- 

lue of the whole has been in the Clergys hands. Riches be- 
ing the ſtrength of a Nation, that Nation was plainly a fourth 
part weaker, than it would have beenotherwiſe,  'But what- 
ever be the proportion, what the Clergy gets the Common- 
wealth loſes, and I ſuſpe& there are few which can with fafe- - 
ty bate any part of their ſirength. I will ſay no more, be- 
lieving that you ſee enough what I would beat. Either dam 

up the Spring, if you judge, as I do, the waters unwholſome, 

or (hew they are wholſom. Chuſe whick you pleaſe, only let 

me not long bear the burthen of the impaticnt curioſity which + 
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| muſt needs add a word of what every body talks of, What 
- work has their Religionmade among us ? Pray tell me what: 
' you think of the matter: for E will refer it to your (elf, and 
make you Judge, whether it be for a rational man, to entertain- 
a good thought of a Religion which has ſet a whole Nationin 
aflame. Excuſe my Freedom, or if you will, bluatocls. 
proaches, I know, ill become the. mouth of a Fri 
time, and. have ſomething of inhumanin afflition. 
not meant; to You, but to that reſileſs Spizit which hays your 
Religion, a Spirit which no moderation and good uſage of 
athexs, ng hazyyd and. inconvenience of your own, cancharm: 
into quiet ; a Frenzy, which keeps youalwaics talking and waking 
even. whsp you {lg xcady. to dic for want of ſilence ang ſleep. 
For yourſelf,. to-dg;you right, I thigk you wellio yourwits, 
aud an honeſt many,the only honeſt man of your party. 


qv ot © 


+ NOW, 


FRIEND; 


FRIEND, 

OU have the pleaſant Fancys? To hear you 
talk, a man would think Princes coald nor: 
Rule, nor- People live in quiet, 'andthe World 
indanger of being turn'd Toply Turvy, and 
all for a Page or two in Betlarmin. The Book 


has been out a pretty while, anil twenty more'perhaps have fince 


faid as much, perhaps more than he,” and yet we make a hife; 
thanks be to God, toltve till,” and the World ſtaggers on the 
uſual recling pace, ' What'is it zlarmsiyou thus? Your Clergy' 
pretend to inone of thoſe' things which Yiſquiet you'; and let 
ours pretend what they will, you know walf enough how to 


deal with them: While you' order thern as you think fir, tis 


no great matter how they think of themfelves. To fee the 
different Judgments-of men. This Queſtion, which tw you 
appears ſo important, and fo: neceſfary, to"mr ſeems not fo.< 
-much-as feaſonable. There is no time wherein people ſhould' 
notbe wary what they fay of thoſe, whoſe office it 15 to keep < 
alive the Sacred fire rain'd down from Heaven on the day of c 
Pentecoſt, and preſs upon us the concerns of the next life,with- 
out which all the adyantages of this are notonly ufelefs, but 
harmful, But io an Age notat all favourable, 'and hardly juſt 
to them, when all the weight we can throw into their ſcate 
will ſcarce keep the ballance even, methioks "tis very impro- 
per-to-take any. out. All your mighty concern, and all your im- 
poxtunity, ſbould never move me todo it. But I conſider 
that Falſhood weighs not or if iedo, *tison the contrary ſide. 
Far. the advantages ſought from Untruth, turn to difadvan- 
tageat laſt: The Clergy have Prerogatives eſtabliſh'd by the 
wiſdom and goudnels of God, which raiſe them, as *tis fit they. 
Could be, :above thereſt of mankind. Who ſeeks to increaſe 
them by uogrounded fancys,is not their Friend, *Tisas ifa mar 
ſhould. go about to enlarge his houſes with new buildings on a 
bad foundation, which will certainly fall themſelves, and be- 
lides endanger to pult down part of the old-with them. -Who 


groſps at what is not his, hazards to loſe what is. For ſuch = 
| t 
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the malice of the World, when we have once ſound a hole ig 
our Neighbours Coat, within a while he may chance to have 
nevcr-awhote-pirce. "If reaſon warrant us to except againſt 
any one, our perverſeneſs will tempt us to except-againft every 
thing: And ſo we actually ſee there is Confidence, I was about 
co ſay Impudence, enough inthe World tq make even Preach- 
ing, and the Adminilirationof the Sacraments common tb the 
Lakes. | know not whether this be noc.the true, at leaſForigi- 
nal, Reaſon: of. the: complaints of this Age.c Howeft it be, 
Tam per{waded that to diſcover what is unſound in the Prero- 
gatives, whether pretended by, or obtruded upon, the Cler-' 
gy, bs to deſerve well at their hands, and the belt, and perhaps 
dnly way, to make what is ſound more ſtable and lafting, - This 
eawokian, more. than. your, eaxpeſine(s, prevails with me to 
doas you. would have:me, and ell you what I think of the bu- 
fincſs with all the Ggcerity and. plainneſs I can. ' 
In the firſt . place, I think, whatever be of the conclufion, 
Bellarmin's Arguments are notgood, and prove not Divine 
Right, either Pulntive- os Natural ; in which, we: being alb 
agreed. of Human Right, the; only-dithcwlty.lics. Jt wout$ 
ſave me ſome. pains, it 1 ſhifted them off,as you'do, . with quar-i 
relling at the Topicks. But ] conlider, that though an Argu-- 
ment .4 Simili. be.none of the (ureſt, and-often'fail, 'yet it may 
hie, and the Topick is allow*d among the reſt in Logick. -Be- 
ſides, to rejeRt an Argument,” and not ſay particularly why, is 
not altogether ſo fair play. ; But: pray expe not I ſhould be as 
ſmart as you. Belarmia never comes in your way, but you 
muſt have a Bout at ſharps with him. I muſt confeſs he has 
given yau ſome cauſe to bear him na great good will, but 
none to fall ſtill into your Burleſque fits Forought I perceive: 
you-wauld be as muck at a loſs tor ſport without Bellarmin,: as: 
ſome Pulpits for matter without the Pope. They area pair:of 
Gentlemen without whom, as - hardly as [you treat them, it 
ſeems you would not know what todo. Why cannot you fol- 
low the example of his ſober ſiile, and my Lord Falkland's 
aJvice, to treat controverlic with the (oftneſs of Love Let- 
ters? i havetold youof this before, and cannot help it, if you 
willnot out of your way, . But you ſhall go alone forme. --I 
like it-not fo well to keep you company in. it. 


'To 
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.*\ Tocome to the matter3 in proof of Divine Pclitive Law; 
thete arc inal) four placevalledged by Bellarmin, Fhetwo friff 
are: Gen. 47. where Joſehb exempted the Fgyption Priclts,. 
and + Eſdr.7; where Arraxerxes exernpted the Ptiefts'of the 
Jews. Thele two indeed he touches but gently, and he has 
reaſon. The Xgypiian Priefts 'avoided the neeeflity of felling 
their. Lands, by-the allowances of Corn they had 'otit of the 
Publick,,Granaries : - Artaxerxes took-from- his- Officers the 
' power of impoling Tributes upon the Jewith Pricfts and Mini- 
ſters3 and theſe things are recorded in Scripture. '- This'is the 
whole matter of f:&t, which Bellarmin barcly (hints; but ſays 
nothingto apply it to his purpoſe. 1 for my part,” ſee not how - 
it can be apply'd, unleſs it be firſt ſuppoſed: that- every thing 
contained/in'Scripture, even in the Hittorical part$;- ts poftive= 
' ty commanded by God.  / And:that is {o far from true, that we 
ſee there are blameableand' vicious aQions iſerted/mn the Sxcred 
Hiſtory as well as good. Not to go out of our preſent matter, 
who will make thcſe'exaniples equivalent to a-pofitive Law 
of God, muſt likewiſe fay it is the poſitiveLaw of God; that 
care;/be taken; for the ſubfiſtence- and: privitedgesof Idolatrous 
Prieſts (for fo- were "the Agyptians )-and'-that Miniſters of 
ſtate turn all Subjects into Slaves as ſoon as they get opportuni- 
ty- Theſe places arc indeed agataſt Be/tarmin, For *tis plain} 
that both Zgyptians and Jews, had what they had, from 
their ſeveral Princes. And'thisF think is not proof of Divine 
Right ſor Exemptions, 'but'Divine' Teſtimony that they pro 
ceeded from Humari' 7 7 7 EL 27 A 0) HOGS 
To theſe two places borrowed from the Gloſs upon "the Ca 
non Law, out of deference, 1 ſuppoſe, 'more-than-nceded to 
the Authority of the Glofſator, Bellarmin adds two more! of 
his own. Thefirf from Numb, 3. where the! Leviter: are by 
Gods appointinent-given to\ Aaron arid his Sacceffors i and God 
ſays ſeveral: times expreſly of them, They are mine.' | Were 
no body wiſer than IT, this place would proveno more than. 
what need : no Scripture to-prove it; it is ſo clear of it felf - 
wis. That they belong to God \ in' a ſpecial manner, whoſe 
whole buſineſs it is toattend to his fervices But BeHYarmin un- 
dertakes to proveout of'it, a total exernption: of the Cter 
from the Tribunals of Princes. - His diſcourſe is this, For thee 
whems Gd biſfor bielf 10 1he Mini ofthe Temple, ond 
ad 
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Holy things, He wonld bave Subjeflr to the High Prieſt alone, 
who repreſented the place of God on Earth, and by thi freed them 
From the Furiſdifiion of the Princes of the Earth. To ſce how 
differently the ſame things will appear to different men ! Ano- 
ther in his place would have concluded quite contrary, and 
thought it plain cnough, ſince the thing for which God choſe 
the Levites js expreli to be the Minitiry over which Aarox 
wasSappointed, that the ſubjeRion of the Levetes to Aaroy is 
reſtrained to the Miniſtry, leaving chem io other reſpects as 
they wcre before. 

However this is plain, that the whole force of his diſcourſe 
lies in the word Alone, and *tis plain that he has put in that 
word purely of his 6wn head, without any manner of warranc 
from the Text, and b<lides manifeſtly contrary to- what daily 
paſſes before our eyes. For nothing is more ordinary in the 
World, than for the ſame man to owe ſubjeRion to ſeveral 

' powers in ſeveral xeſpets, At School we obey our: Maſters, 
at home our Parents 3 and yet Scholars and Children, Maſters 
and-Parents, and all are (ubjx& to the Magiſtrate. In what 
relates to our health, we obcy the Phyſician ;-in Sea matters, 
the Pilot; inthe concerns of our Fortune, the Lawyer ; the 
Prince, as well as others, is guided by them in ſuch things,and 

et all remain his Subjeats. The Laity, as well as Clergy are 

bjc& co the Spiritual power in Spirituals, without preju- 
dicing their ſubjection to the Temporal in Temporals. ' But 
*tis idle to dilate. on a thing ſo known and, obvious, - It is 
enough to ſay that This, whether Argument or Suppoſition 
of Bellarmin, The Levites were ſubjefl 10 Aaron, therefore they 
were ſubjett to bim alone, is wholly ungrounded. 

In what rclated to the Miniſtry, They. were indeed to obey 
Aaron : inother things, for ought-appears, they were Gill ſub- 

 jcReven to the Judges appointed by the advice of Jetbro, and 

much more to Moſes himſelf, - Only he has (ct it off to the ad- 
vantage, by ſaying, the High Prieſt repreſented the place of God 
on Earth : which ſounds magnificently and awfully : -other- 
wiſe, every Prince, and every Magiſtrate, and every Superiour 
repreſent the place of (God too, as taras his power goes... And 
for Aarox's, it is expreſly conhn'd by the Textto the ſervice of 
the Miniſtry. When the Army reſted, the Levites were to 


seceive orders from him about officiating in the Tabernacle, _ 
when 
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when it marched about carrying what belonged tothe Taber- 


nacle : yet none, I believe ever fancy'd, butthat the orders to 
reſt, and when, 'and which way, and how far to march, 'were 
given by ſomebody belides Aaron. CLIO ENTES! 

The other, and only place out of the New Teſtament, is 
Matth. 17. about the Tribute, which our Saviour paid, bur 
with a declaration that the Children of Kings-are free., To 
fave the trouble of turning over more Books, let! us &gqrefer 
this matter to Bellarmin himſelf. - He tells us there are two in- 
terpretations of this place : ſome underſtanding it of a payment 
made every year to the Temple, others of an impoſition laid 
by the Romans. According tothe firſt, rhifforce of the Argu- 
ment he ſays is this, The Kings of the Earthrequire not Tribute 
of their Children, therefore neither will the King of Heaven re- 
quire Tribute of me, who am bi true and natural: Son. This 
he thinks the true ſence of: the: place; but withal,-- that the 
Argument holds too in the other expoſition, according to which 
it runs in this manner. The Princes of the Earth are but Mini= 
fters of the King of Heaven, and therefore ought not require Tri- 
bute if by Son. According to both, Bell3rmin confeſſes that 
the force of our Saviours Jifou 
natural Son of God. and that I think is to confeſs, that to: ap» 
* ply it toany other, is to take away itsforce. | 
Notwithſtanding, He will needs extend it to all the Clergy. 
For, ſays he, when the Sous of Kings are exe: ted from Tribute, 
not their perſons alone, but their Servants and Officers, aud Fa- 


milies are exempted likewiſe. Whether-this may be ſaid or no, .' 


methinks it is not for Be/larmin to ſay it. For in his judgment 
what our Saviour faid, related toa Tribute required by God. 
Wherefore if he apply it _ to Tributes impoſed by Secular 
Princes, he aRs againſt his judgment, Hbwever, it is BeHar- 


min who ſpeaks now, not Chriſt.'* Chriſt poke:gnly of hime, 
ſelf; we hear Gothing from him of 'Servants and Families, but + + | 


barely of the Sons of Kingsz and becaufe we 'do not, thave* SIT +44 
reaſon to believe, he meant not they ſhould be comprehended 
in his diſcourſe ; for if he had, he would undoubtedly have + --+ 


comprehended them himſelf: and if it had been hispleaſureto 


rſc lies in this,” that He was the - 
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have his Family exempted; as he was himſelf, -he-would have... 4 \.-+ * 


fignified it. It is manifeſt therefore, *thatwhat Bellarmin ſay 
is without any warrant from Scripture, Beſides, which i 
TELE >} By" becomes 
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becorides: his! learnitg, it is aſſuming for -proof the very 
point 'to: be; proved. For calling the Clergy the Family of 
Chriſt, as be docs im the following words, tt is all one to as 
whether the Clergy, cr whether Chrift's Family be exempted. 
Wherefore t6 affurhc without proof, as he plainly does, that 
Chriſt's Family is cxempt, is to aſſume without proof that the 
Clergy are: exempt, The. place then teaches the Divinity of 
Chrift, and to recede even from our right, rather than ſcanda> 
lize our Neighbour 3 the reſt is ungrounded fancy. 

- As tor what he adds, chat our Saviour, by paying for Peter, 
ſeems to intimate, his Family too was free : I know not what 
may ſeem to Bellarmin, but am ſure it does not ſeem fo toeves 
Ty body. If that had been our Saviours reaſon, . it ſeems he 
ſhould have paid for elie reſt of the Apolilcs as wellas Peter, 
who were all of the Family as: welt as he. Since they were 
left to the 6rdinary courſe of things, it feems to be our Savis 
ours pleaſure, that his Family ſhould be left ſo, whatever were 
his reaſon to pay for Peter. Lmight paſs over St. Hierom and 
| Sr. Fnftin, whom he aliedges ; fance they fay nothing to his pur- 
| poſe. But toidifſeimble boning > og 4 mag} fay ; this, 
= POURRY Þ «ral; T bat the Clergy do not pay Tribute, for tbe benour of God, and 
av Ga » _ being Chiles of the King of Heaven, And this is mani- 
| felily true, when Princes fox the honour of God have cxempe - 


2 5 1000 Aii7qgan Prince, who ſhould excmpt them all, as Artaxerxes did .. 
3 vp 300 n&o the Jewiſh Priefls, For even They axe the Sans of God too, | 
4 in Pub 1287, and Co-heirs of Chriſt. Butthat the exemption, of which 
- the Fathers ſpeak, was by the poſitive Law of God, which is 
A 1145: the only queſtion, neither of them. do ſo. much as ſcem to inti- - 

5 # 1274+ mare. 0101-31 ; 
\- 200 þ 13s He ends with ſome quotations out of Councils, with which 
4 ” 4 frod.t ;Þ have no mind to medal, it being to enter into the Queſtion 
=. Ls J i= of the Authority of Councils. Ik will be 'cnough to fay 
* pal -47 1, fy.- that if bis Councils be ſo circumſianc'd, as he himſelf 
ww 1T-[0 Gs; 'f 5Fcquires they ſhould be to engage our belief, and mean as he 
*J; 3h apy bob. goes, he has made a down-right Article of Faith of his. 
E Gnla ,, anti, Wopinion, and cantiit allow for Catholick Authors, thoſe who 
at wb AU! kate fays think otherwiſe: But this/is more thaneven himſelf 
$ Cf. nafte © np; Pretends, The Councils he cites, all butthat of, Trent, are not | 
Git Flom: Fe of je from excmption, L think in his own opinion, And the 
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Council of Trext ſays, Ecglcfiaſtical Impaynj were inſti 
tuted not Jure. Divine, as tome other "I we gre 


us 

the.Council ſpe bis manher, lea People by (1-3 250+ tn 
{bould underſtand Canon Law, which for all Tape men who 
be ſays confutesit, is a Tenet qrdinary cnou Byt by his fa- 
your, conſidering bow tender. the ouch, va all. avg. to 
meddle.. with points. controverted 4m Caholicks, At is 
great deal marc likely the Coun made ©. O [AN expreſ(- 
{ion, :to leave thoſe whoarefor 7 ure pb jak td their Jbexry, 
For even they cannot except apain(} that expreſhon, fince what- 
eyer happens in the World, by whateves means, happens by 
Divine Ordination. Whexeſpre the Opunyil, as-far as I can 
ſee, is ſo far gp {tcling ftereie s Sogn, thatit allows 
the contrary. However, T hero Rbodwu, bie, altar. Re)- 
larmig ans Sto (bew bh x poſſi Law, of God. for cx- - 

tions. Let him do this, ang nat tell us what others think, 
bw i of the matter, even in ; Cauneil Fr this is not the bu- 
Thi 1 that Bell his Head, But that be toad] 
| is'is 2 armin Gays ypon t ut that he — on; 
Jiy'd ina place where the DoGtrine of Exemptions ran with & "OP DO. _ 
Qrong Cyprent, ang fo iv likelihood was cigricd away with the ! vb I: bow with of 
ſtream, it js range a man of his parts ſhopld engage for any / fe: may tcl S 
thing, for which he had ſolittle to ſay. He fairly confeſſes at borks &.. 
firſt there is no,cxpreſs command for what he would perſwade on of M3 
us is the politive. Law of God 3 .and grery bady may ec there © 1 Saoch © 
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them. Who thinks them concludthg, has a better opinion of 
— them than He bad, "and muſt needs be in deeper. © - 
'', And fo weare come' to the Arguments, by which he would 
intitle his Exemptions to” Divite Natural Law. The firſt is 
the Cuſtom of Nations 3 which ſeems rather Inſtance than Ar- 
gument. He had reſolved the Divine Right which he pretends 
into the Law of Nations, "and now goes about to ſhew that 
feveral Nations have practic d according toit. 1 muſtconfeſs 
this bai "the Law of Nations for Divine Natural Law, 
will not down Bitty me. It is promiſing one thing, and per- 
forming another. For all the World thinks them different, 
and he himſelf among the reſt diſtinguiſhes them as Principles 
71 444n- from Concluſions. Which' Concluſions, if you will believe 
tum deri- St, Thomas, 'miliſt riot be far off ncither.* Put them as he does, 
ne Pinder? at ſuch a diftance, *that theze Is tio evident, no neceſſary con- . 
per modum Nexion between. them, and no body but himſelf can imagine 
concluſions they have any thigg to do with the 'Law of Nature. But 
que non eſt, there being no need to ravel into that matter, let it paſs. Bet 
nai 77- Igrmin quotes for. the ,Jews () 30. and, Numb. t.- for the 
+ free, Ariſtotle,” Ceſar, and Intarih : | for Chriſtians, a 


»4 

F 2G wh Law of Conſtaitine arid another of uſt inian : not forgetting 
L + 102. 4.5; the forementloned* 

+ 4 po 7-444 which it ſeems he thinks prove both Poſitive and Natural Law 
bs V \ jaynrnl too. To fift all, theſe quotations minutely, would prove a. 
[cf + Xx +: bulineſs, and [I love to fpare my pains. Iconceive we are to fet 


inſtances 'of ' Pharaob, ©and Artaxerxer, 


aſide what he alledges from'Exodus and Nambers.  ' For that: 

\ , the Levites paid 'not their, half Sicle to the uſes of the Taber- 
nacle : and that the reſt did, belongs not to the Natural but Po. . 
fitive Law of God. For the re}, all he faies is, ' that ſome- 
thing has been done for the Clergy in all the Nations he men- 
tions. Now becauſe he” took care before-hand , leilf' we 
ſhould miſtake, to admoniſh us, that there is. nobvidanttior 


HE necefſary! Fight of Nature to; ' guitfs Nitionsin thispirticular, 


jt remain t the Clergy wete beholding, to the Civit power 
for what they had. And” this - every bot will freely grim 
him without troubling his 7" »Hþ a 
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ſhould be bound by Pharaob's Laws, or Pharaoh by the Gawler, 
| or Conſtantine by any of them. Let the Clergy then be treated 
by every Nation according to their own Laws or Cuſtomes, 
and the buſineſsis at an end. FIN 
But *twere good we underſtood one another. A Clergy 
man is not only a neceſſary man in a Common-wealth,' but 
one who ſpends his whole life in the ſervice of it. For the good 
of particulars, is the good of the whole,” and his whole bufi- 
nels is. to perſe&- particulars. Now becauſe it is impoſſible, 
that who ſpends all histime in one employment, ſhould fol- 
low another, it is plain, that nothing is to be required of a 
Clergy-man, but the work of a Clergy-man. Whatever cal- 
lings others follow, whether by inclination, or ſor advantage, 
or perhaps by confiraint, none can be put upon the Clergy-man 
but his own.. Iexcept caſes of neceflity, where Clergy» men 
too ſometimes turn Souldiers, This is not to undertake a, 
new calling, but to ſuſpend their @wo, and that for a ſhort 
.time.. As ſoon as the neceflity is over, -They are as they were 
before. Nay a Clergy. man cannot live as a Clergy-man, if” 
he: be. forc'd to labour fo- much: as for his living. ?Tis true, 
St, Paw upon .oceation ſet his hand to Tent-making after he 
was \an Apoltle: But to follow: his example, I think one 
ſhould be in his circumſtances, extraordinarily and miracu- 
louſly, and without his own labeur, capacitated for his funGi- 
on. Otherwiſe, who muſt take 'the oxdinavy way of ſtudy, 
will fand:there goes/ſo much time to get the knowledge, which 
is-requilite for himz ſo-much 'to preſerve it 3 ſomuch:to exe- 
-exciſc it. 5 that there will be none to- ſpare-for- any thing elic. 
Regularly ſpeaking *tris neceſſary Provifion be made for him 
.out of our Saviours ſtock, Dignus eft- operarius mercede- ſud. 
The Clergy-man is therefore, by the incompatibility of them 
{With his: functton,' exempted. from the Datics of other em= 
; Ployments,::and has a good title-from Nature to ſuch'exempti- 
: Ohs.. \ For Nature plainly teaches. that who has his full load, 
- ought not carry more. And this is common to a}l-Vocations as- 
well as:the Clergy, - Who is obliged to tight:tor the Corr mon- 
. wealth, iis exempt fxom Tilling the Ground'z whoadminifters 
: Juſtice, from tighting s,and.ſo of the reft.'* No body+I con- 
.&cive would have any thing''to- ſay toBellarmin, for deriving 
the - Exemptions ofthe! Clergy from Nature, if this were 
.. what he mcant by Exemptions, But 


But the Queſtien is, Whether the Exemptions he pretends, 
Jn rebw politics tum quoad perſauas, tum quod Bona, as he 
ſpeaks, be.taught by Nature? Truly, I am a very ill Scho» 
lar in Natures School, if they be. Subj}Qion in both ſeems 
ſo far 'from inco mpatible with their funGtion, that I fee not 
how it is prejudicial, and conceive They may paſs very well 
without thoſe exemptions, and better than with them. I 
perceive nothing in his Argument towards opening my eyes. 
That which he faies is indeed true. Many Nations, all if 
he pleaſe, have given exemptions to the Clergy, ſuch as they 
were: neither do we need Inſtances to prove a thing has hap. 
pened, which we know before-hand by Reaſon muſt have 
happcned. But it is nothing to the purpoſe : for weare not 
a jot the nearer knowing that his exemptions are due to the _ 
Clergy from Nature, by knowing that they have had cxemp- - 
: : 4 tion in all Nations. When he proves that his Exemptions 
gs Councile Suey 2 78Þ are of the number of thoſe, which the Clergy has enjoy*dal- 
' waies, and every where, he will have ſpoken to the Queſtion. 
* But *tis too much to expe&t we ſhould betieve no Nation has 

ever meddled with their Perſons 'and Goods, when he goes 
pot about to prove it ſo much as' of anyene. The'truth is, 
the Argument is as plain a Sophiſm as can be. Excmptions 
have been uſed in all Nations, therefore theſe Exemptions 
have been in all Nations, is juſt the fame as if he ſhould Ar- 
gue, Drink is uſcd in all Nations, therefore Wine is'uſcd in 
all Nations. I conceive thereſore T may let his Quotations 
lone, till they be applyed to his purpoſes, and in the mean 
time content my (clf with ſeeing that the Argument is nothing 
to the Queſtion. | | 
The fecond Argument compares the Eccleſiaſtical and Se- 
cular Powers to the Spirit and Fleſh in man. The Spirit, fays 
he, thowgh it binder not the attions of the Fleſh, when they 
are 45 they ſbauld be, -yet geverns and moderates it, ſomtetimts 
keeping, it back, ſometimes urging ' it forward, as it judges 
expedient for its own end. But the Fleſp bus no power'over | 
- the Spirit, mor can dire&, or judge, or reſtrain it in #hy |} 
thing. 1 So the Ecclefiaſtical! Power, whbich is Spivieual,”*#nd 
by. that means naturally $uperiour tq the Secular, may," when 
tis. needful, direlt,” judge, \and refrain it, -bnt by no means 
be direjed, judged; or neſftrained' by it. This —_— the 
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Conſtable. By this accotint the Laity arc fubje& to the Clergy 
in all things, and the Clergy to the Laity in nothing. Which 
if it be true, Exemptions are a pitiful matter not worth ta}k- 
ing of. For what need has an intice Superjozity of Exempti- 
ons? Nay, . with what -good ſence cars they be applycd to it? 
An Inferiour indeed cannot command his Superior 3 but to 
ay the Superijour is excwpt trom the Inſcriour,! is a new: 
language. ' We fay he is above him, not cxempt from him. 
This Doctrine turns the ſcales ſtrangely. Inficad of inquiring 
whether the Clergy be exempt fron the Laity, as far as I ſee, 
the Laity will be put to their ſhifts to get Exemptions from 
the Clergy. However it be, that which BeMarmin afſumes, 
is a great deal more than that which he would prove by ir, 
and more ado there. will be to get it paſs. . For the Laity, 
who conteſt even Excmptions, will never be brought to ac- 
knowledge a total Superiority without unrefifiable covidion, 
tnlcſs that Superiority be xeſtrained to Spirituals, which as if 
was never conteficd, fo it hinders not the Superiority which. 
they claim in Temporals. ERS 
As for the Argument, \it were an cafie matter fo get rid 
it by a blunt denial, For how does it appear, that the two 
Powers are to one another, as the Spirit and the Flcſh 7: Sr. Gre= 


gory Natztanzen, (aid foin a certain Sermon, and others have 


taken it upon hisctedit. . Beit fo, How docs it appear that 
St, Gregory, and (thoſe who follow him are not all miſtaken? 
*T were ſomething harſh to ſay ſo z bur yet who did, were at 
an end of the Argument. For there is no other proof, fave @ 
hint of what he has done in his Book de Poxt. where he only 
tells the fare fiory more at large. 

But to uſe St. Gregory with more reſpec, let us refleR that 


 a'Preachet is one thing,a Diſputer another : and therefore what 


may be very proper for: St, Gregory, may ill become Be/lar= 
min. For many things are very plautible, and very patina 
Pulpit, which will not endure the Teſt of a ſevere examinati- 
on elſewhere. And this happens no more ordinarily than in- 
fmilitades. For being generally ufed, not ſo much to prove, 
4s to imprint lively in the minds of the Auditory what is 
proved. otherwiſe, they loſe both their beauty and force when - 
they are rack'd into fevere proofs. I have not St. Gregory by 
me, to ſpeak with certainty of: his meaning, . or, know _— 
much. 
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mneh' he ſays of what is put upon'him. But Ice, as:muctky 
ſrmilitude as he found to his purpoſe, the caſes are unlike. 


enough. The Fleſh indeed is ſubje&t to the Spirit, -or xa+ 
ther ated by it, becauſe taken in contradiſtinRion to it.. It is 
a-meer dead clod, which does nothingat all. And though it 
could : to govern, anddire&, and judge, are Adions quite 
out of its ſphere, and of which the Spirit alone is capable. 
Did St: Gregory, does Bellarmin himſelf, or any man in his 
ſences, think in earneſt it is ſo betweerthe two Powers? Is 


not the Secular as ative as the Spiritual:? Nay, is not this all - 


the complaint, that it is tooaQive'? Can it not po and 
dire, and judgeas truly ? On the one fide therefore we have 
an Agent and no Agent, on the other two Agents: and yet he 
would per{ſwade us that theſe caſes are alike," and that St. Grego» 
ry thought fo. | | | 
But let «the Similitude be what it will, what is it to us ? 
What have we to do with Powers, who are talking of men? 
Je will. be time enough to inquire how the Pdwers are to one 
another, when itis our buſineſs. At .preſent we have other 
work in hand. Bellarmir ſaies, the Clergy /arc exempted 
from Puniſhment and Tribute. This Clergy are men, and we 


are examining whether what he ſays of them be true. Let 
him not amuſe us with Powers. Powers do not pay Tribute, . 


or appear at the Bar. Nor does the Secular Magiſtrate, Or 
power, pretend to judge, or reſtrain the Spiritual power. 
Marry to the man who has it, when by criminal Actions he 
becomes unworthy of it, the Secular Magiſtrate does pretend 
he has ſomething toſay. And he may fay what he will for 
Bellarmin, For he takes no further care than for the Power, 
which no body offers to touch, but leaves'thepoor man in the 
lurch. And fo this fimilitude which ſo much pleaſes Bellar+ 
min, that he has it up at every turn, is as bad an Argument as 
can be. It is neither proved, nor any thing to purpole if it 
were. 

The truth is, here is a plain buſineſs clouded with learned 
bandling. | Take away the Scholaſtical appearances of Autho- 
rity of Fathers, {imilitudes and Arguments, and who can 
tellten, can ſce all that is init. Every body knows there are 
-two powers in the World, the Spiritual and the Temporal, 
and every . body knows men are ſubje& to both, This is no 

( : news, 
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F. news. Now we muſt needs be told that the Spiritual power 

F is to the Temporal, as the Spirit to the Fleſh. Which it 

ſignihe that the Spiritual power is, as Bellarmin phraſes it, na- 

turally ſuperiour. to the Temporal, and fo th: Temporal aCts 

with the leave and according to the pleaſure of the Spiritual, , 

it is manifeſtly falſe. For the Powers are both ſupreme, and. -/ 

independent of one another, as we have diſcours'd formerly. . 

Nor can St. Gregory of all men, be thought.to meanſo, who 

if Caron cite him right, ſays, the Temporal power is ſu- 

preme ( Summa) and full, and liable to the pleature- or 

command of no other. Befides that elſewhere, he ex- 
prcfly includes himſelf in'.the number of thoſe , who are 

to obey the | higher powers for confcjence, and in force. 

of a. Law clearly promulgated by the Holy Ghoſt, Bute if 

it Ggnific that all men, even thoſe who have the greateſt. Tem- - 
poral power are ſubje&k to the Spiritual, it is very true. 

' The Sword which Kings bear exempts them not from the 

F Keys. Tn this ſenſe 1 gueſs St. Gregorymeant it, becaule the 

ſimilitude, though not altogether exact, yet is not amiſs, nor 
misbecoming his learning. . For the Secular man is, | as the 
Fleſb, ignorant in the waies of the Spirit, and though he were 
knowing, the power of the Keys isnot given to him. Indeed 
he is not altogether guided as the Fleſh by the Spirit 3 but fimi- 

- litudes muſt not be ſearch'd too near. _ All this goes well. But 
why ſo much cacling for this Egg ? Balk them not with the 
crack of learning, . and men will croud. into this toyl' of their 
own accord. This ſubjeRion to the Spirit is but in the waies of 
the Spirit... And all the ſtory in two words of plain Exgliſris 

4. butthis, In Spiritual things men are ſubje& to the Spiritual 

} power. And who needs St. Gregory, or Bellarmin to tell him 

that? $9 be” FER. gs 

With al! this ado, weare but juſt where we were. The Sc- 

cular man is indeed ſubje& to the Spiritual power in Spirituals 3 

but why is not the Spiritual man ſubje& to his power in Tem- 

porals? Becauſe, ſays Bellgrmin, the Flelh never governs the 

Spirit, and the Secalar man is as the Fleſh.  Yes-in Spirituals ; 

but in Temporals He, - and He alone has the knowledge. The 

Spiritual man is as ignorant in th:rm, as he in Spirituals. He 

too, and He alone has the power. For the ſame hand which 

gave the Keys to Biſhops, gave the —_ toKings. Where- 


- 


f 
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fore He is now the Spirit, and the Spiritual man the Fleſh. Ariq 
f the very fimilitude which was brought for exemption does 
in truth prove ſubjeion. : 

I have been the longer upon this point, becauſe the ſame 
'clew will guide us through all the Labyrinths. Here the 
Clergy are the Spirit; afterwards, Fathers, and Shepherds, 
-and the Lot of God. And al! this is but the ſame ſtuff cue 
into ſeveral faſhions, which makes not the Web. the ſtronger, 

. He ſays then, for a third Argument, that *tis againſt nature for 
Children to rule their Parents, or Sheep their Shepherd; and 
the Clergy are Fathers, and Shepberds. True ; but as they 
were the Spirit before, in reſpeQ of Spirituals: in relation 
to Temporals the Magiſtrate is the Father and Shepherd. 
And fo we ordinarily call good Princes the Fathers of their 

Iſay 44, & Country, and a Temporal Prince is called by God himſelf 
45* his Shepherd, and his Chriſt too. Sure Bellarmix will not 
perſwade many, that a man is a Father and a Paſtor, when he 
breaks the Laws, and refuſes to contribute to the neceſſities 
of his Country, Todoſo, is not to feed, and keep the Wolf 
away, but to ſtarve, and tet the Wolf in todevourthe Flock. 
And that we ſhould be obliged to look upon and treat a man 
aS a Father and Paſtor, when he is not ſo, but the quite con- | 
trary, whoever may teach, nature does not. This Argu- 
rene, like the former; flies in his face who makes it. We 
need Spiritual food, and Spiritual direction, and to be pre- 
ſetved from the Spiritual Wolf the Devil. We need alſo Tem- 
poral food and direQion, and ſafety from the Temporal Wolf, 
the Enemy. The Clergy needs all this as much as other folks : 
and therefore as they are-Fathers and Paſtors, in as much as |} 
they fupply our Spirituat wants: fo they are Children and 
Sheep, in as much as they reccive Temporal things from others, 
__ ſoby nature obliged to obey their Temporal Fathers and 
aſtors. 

Bellarmia Obje&s this very thing againſt himſelf, and 
Anſwers, That a Prizce is indeed a Spiritual Child, and Sheep 
of the Prieſt, but the Prieſt can in no wiſe be called the Child 
of Sheep of the Prince. And that fora very ſtrange reaſon ; 

* becauſe Priefts aud. all Clergy-men bave a Spiritual Prince of 
{ #heir own, by whom they are governed, not only in Bpiritualr, 
» but in Temporals too. But can the Notion of Father and _— 1 
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herd be apply'd to that Spiritual Pringe-in. xefpe&t- of Tempa- 
xals? Does he provide: ,Temporal Paſtuzgs fox,,the Clergy? 
Is it from him they have ſafety avd quiet when they-{65d:? 
Does he drive the Wolf away ? We ſee with our eyes tholg 
things are done by the Temporal Prince and theſe, and the 
like, being the things which ground the Notion of Father 
ang Shepherd in Temporals, theſe Notions as evidently belong - 
to the Prince, as the Actions. This which Be/larmin fays, 
is extremely abſurd. and intolerably pernicious on other. ac- 
counts. But T mind not the Poſition, but the Anſwer. Sinss: 
the Prince breeds and nouriſhes, feeds and ſecures Prieſts, as 
well as others in the Politick life ; it js plain he has in that xc- 
ſpeRt the Notion of Father and Shepherd eyen tochem ; and 
Bellarmin has no manner of Reaſon. todepy they may be called 
-Children and Sheep, and oþliged to do what nature teaches 
_Children and Sheep ought todo, ___ ; 

The fourth Argument is this,. The Clergy are the Miniſters 
of God, conſecrated to bis ſervice alone, and offered by the 
whole people for that purpoſe, whence they bave their name gs 
belonging to the Lat of God. But the Princes of the World 
certainly. can have no right over: tboſs sbings which .qre of- 
fered and conſecrated to God, and' made a it were bis pro- 
- er goods, If I had a ming to-Diſpute of Ectymologys, or 
thought it worth while to maintain again him, that the 
Clergy have their name,. xather becauſe God is their Lot, 

than They Gods, thexe would be enough to take-my ipart. 
But I love not to loſs; time; for which: xeaſon too. I farbear 
to. except againſt all that is cxceptipnable in the Argament. 
It will be ſufficient to fay, that it differs little in-fbRRance 
from its fellows, only it is fet forth in another manner. 
The Sexvice, 3nd: Lot of God, are; but what he called Spi- 
rit and Paſtoss. hefore-. [And the lame Key will ſerve to 
the Lock. In as mych :as they are the Lot of: God, and 
in reſpe& of his Service, to which they are conſecrated , 
the Clergy axe unaccountable to the Secular Power : - but 
when they deveſt themfclves of the Clergy-man, and wear 
only the man, that man, [if he deſerve to feel the Secular 
Sword, may, ; for any thing I e-in the Argument. © Wick- 
.edne(s is ſure no part of God's Lot, nor can Iimegine how 
the priviledge 07H Fender heat by pretended where there 
| 2 


is 
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is no ſervice of his; nay, where the -pretender a&s dire. 
ly contrary to it. Were it true, that Princes had* nothing 
to do with things belonging to God, or men conſecrated 
to his S:rvice, all Chriſtians, and all things ſeem in a fair 
way towards Exemptions, as well as Clergy-men, For 
God has a very true property in all Things, and Chriſti- 
ans are all, and that very ſolemnly, conſecrated to his ſer- 
vice. They ſerve him indeed in another way than the 
Clergy, but they truly ſerve him, and are by ſolemn conſe- 
ovation obliged to that ſervice. Since we fee that ſervice 
is ſo far from exempting them from ſubjeRion to Princes, 
that obedience to them is part of it. it is plain there is no 
repugnance betwixt the ſervice of God and ſubjeCion to 
Princes, unleſs they command things contrary to that ſer- 
vice, And from fuch commands all men are exempt as well 
as the Clergy; with this difference, that the Clergy are ex- 
, empt from all that is contrary to the ſervice of Clergy- 
men, the reſt only from what is contrary to the ſervice of 
Chriſtians, | | | 
"Yet Bellarmiz would bear us in hand, that what he ſays 
is certain, and tells us that the Light of Reaſon ſhews it, and 
God bas not 'obſenrely delivered it in he laſt | of Leviticus. 
Whatſocver is once conſecrated 30 God, ſhall be Holy of Ho- 
tys to the Lord. The Light of Reaſon may indeed do 
much, when he makes it appear : but He, who is ſo much 
for Exemptions, ſhould methinks allow -us to be exempt 
fromthe Ceremonial Law: The Chapter he cites takes or- 
der "about the offerings made-to God,' and appoints ſome to 
be redeemed, others not. - But thoſe commands are given to 
the Jews -; we ſee nothing like them in the Chriſtian Law. 
And- no body ' knows 'better than himſelf, *that we arc to 
 beguided by aur own, not their Law, and that it lays no 
obligation on us purely' as/ their Law, though the matter 
of it do ſometimes bind us on the ſcore of Reaſon. He 
ſays \indeed, that *tis ſo in 'this ' cafe, but barely to ſay fo 
is not to prove. { His word, if that were the buſineſs, would 
go far- with -me ; | but- when he is making Arguments, I ex- 
pea an «Argument. 1 fay-no-more at preſent, becauſe this 
I conecive is as much as needs for an Anſwer, and I intend to 
diſcourſe of the merits of this:cauſe more at as” : 
| c 
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The fifth and laſt Argument is from figns and Prodigyr, 
fhewn, as he ſays, by God on thoſe who have preſumed to 
violate Eccleſiaſtical Immnnities, For proof of this, he fends 
ns to one Bredembachius, an Author I have never ſeen, and 
therefore not knowing, nor having means to know particulars, 
can only anſwer in general. It the figns and Prodigys, © he 
talks of, be-true Miracles, and thoſe expreſs to the point, 
clearly wrought in confirmation of Immunitics extended as 
far as Bellarmin ſtretches them, though I am flow of belief, 
yet if it be truly ſo, I will waſh my hands of the bufinefs. 
God forbid 1 ſhould doubt of any thing, let it (cem' never 
ſo ſirange , and never fo croſs to my reaſon, which car- 
ries his ſeal to it uncounterfeited. But I am firongly per- 
ſwaded there is no ſuch matter. If there were, Bellarmis is 
a ſtrange man to amuſe us with his probabilities, and un- 
neceſſary conſequences, when he had proof in ſiqre infi= 
nitely more convidtive than even demonſtration it ſelf. A 
Miracle may, perhaps, have been done to ſhew God?s care 
of the Church, or Minifiry. He is not leſs powerful now 
than heretofore in his Judgments upon Nadab and Abin, 
Oza and Ozias, But Miracles are not lightly to be believed, 
and when they are manifeſt, Bellarmin's DoQtrine may bene*re 
the truer, unleſs they come home to it. In likelihood; who 
had Bredembachins to ſee what he ſays, would find no: more 
than obſervations of fignal, perhaps unuſual and unhoped prof- 
perities happening to ſome who favoured: the Clergy , © and 
croſſes to thoſe whodid otherwiſe ; which his, whether piety 
or  bigottery enhances into Miracles. Tf this be all the Fire 
to the ſmoke, the Topick ill becomes Bellarmin'*s learning. 
Who had the Malice to colle& all that Hiſtory-affords of 
adverſity to the good, and proſperity to the bad, might per- 
haps make as big a 'Book' as that of Bredembachius: Fax *tis 
an- old complaint, and that of a Wiſe man too, that all things 
happen alike' to the Good and the Bad : as if God had no 
care of the World, while in truth he has the greater by let- 
ting things happen ſo, and by-that Providence teaching us 
not to value the Goods of this Werld, but raife-our hearts 
to better. I am the apter to think there is no: more in it; 
becauſe Bellarmin himſelf makes a famous buſineſs of what 
I ſhould not haye- thought worth alledging. As: for Pros 
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digys and Signs, as many as there be in Bredembachius, he 
had no mind it ſeems to become Voucher fo much as for 
enc 3 for he cited not any. But he tells us, the Emperoug 
Baſilius Porpbyrogenitus laies all the Calamitics of that time tg 
the charge ot a certain Law made by Nicepborus Phocas againſt 
Ecclcliaftical Immunity, and fays that ſince that Law was in 
force, all things went to wrack. And this he calls a re- 
markable Tcſtimony. As if that Emperour had been made 
acquainted with the Counſels of God, and fcen the ſecret 
ſprings of Providence , which fet the wheels of Proſperity 
and Adverlityin motion; or as if worldly Profperitics were 
to be look'd on by Chriſtians as the reward of vertue. How- 
ever a body would think it went not much better with the 
Greek Empire aſter that Law than before, when notwith- 
fianding the abrogating that Law, it was finally fwal- 
lawed up by the Turks, And now 1 have mentioned the 
- Torkg*, 1 remember They Argue ſomething after this mary 
ner, when from their ſucceſs They urge, that God has de- 
clared in favour of Mahumetiſm againſt Chriſtianity. And 
with them I leave the Argument, to whom it is a great 
deal more ſuitable than to Chriſtians, 

So end Bellarmin's Arguments, and fo might end my Let- 
ter, but that, not content with knowing how the waters 
xcliſh, you expe to have the Spring dam'd up. It is a 
Task which asks a better Workman, and beſides is not the 
work of a Letter. One half indeed, the claim he makes to 
the Politive Law of God, needs no more trouble; A plaip 
denial is confutation in abundance 3 for unleſs he could ſhew 
that Poſitive Law, which he pretends, the pretence is plain» 
ly groundleſs. To unriddle fully the other half, it would be 
fit to ſearch into the Law of Nature z for how ſhall we under- 
ſtanq what it commands, unleſs we firſt know what it is ? Now 
that is a Queſtion about which men are not agreed, and who 
would undertake to diſpute it from the bcginning, and fc- 
parate the pure Oar- of Truth from the Drofs of ſeveral mi- 
ſtakes, would cut out Work for a Volume. That it is nothing 
but Reaſon is ſuffigiently known ; but all Laws being ground- 
ed on Reaſon, they would all be natural, unleſs their differ 
ences were ſettled by a mhore particular account. Bellarmin, 


I conceive, does not afford us light enough. to ſee aan” 
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He puts three degrees : Firſt principles ; concluſions evident- 
ly followingz and concluſions not evidently following, but 
which need human Confſticution. The two firſt, he ſays, 
belong properly to the Law of Nature; the third is the 
Law of Nations, which according to the Doctrine of St. Tho- 
mas, he diſtinguiſhes from Civil Law, in that the one is de- 
rived from nature, as Concluſions from Premiſes, the other 
as a determination of' Generals to Particulars. As if it: be. 
Natural, that who offends be puniſh?d, it is Civil, that he 
be puniſh'd with this or that puniſhment. I know not whe- 
ther the Authority of St. Thomas himſelf will preſerve even 
that diſtinion wholly from Queſtiov. Poffibly among Laws 
- confeſſedly Civil, there may be found proper deduQions 
from Reaſon, and among thoſe of Nations, determination 
of generals to particulars. But whatever be of that matter, 
St. Thomas is far enough from vouching what Bellarmin (ays. 
He, as I obſerved before, requircs that the Concluſions, 
which he makes the Law of Nations, be not far removed. 
from their principles. Wherefore Bellarmin*s ſecond branch 
of the Law of Nature is the Law of Nations to him. Of 
the third branch there is no news in him, nor could he make 
Law of Nature of it, if there were. He is not a man to 
take an inevident and unneceflary concluſion, for a conclu- 
fionz and therefore if he would allow it derived from nature - 
at all, he could allow it only by way of Determination, not 
of concluſion 3 that is, for pure Civil, not Law of Nature or. 
Nations, Pur it then to St. Themar, and our Exemptions, 
which are only the third way derived from Nature, owe them- 
ſclves to the Civil Law, and have no more title td the 
Law of nature than all Laws ; for all are grounded on- 
Reaſon. 

I am miſtaken as well as you, if Bellarmin donot incf- 
ſet ſay as much himſelf. For the Law of Nature is unf- 


©  verſally agreed to be imprinted in us without, and. before. 


Conſtitutions : wherefore to make us a Law of Nature which - 
needs human Conſtitution, 'is to make us a Law of Na- 
ture, which is not a Law of Nature. Indeed Human Con- 
ſitution is but another word for Civil Law ; unleſs you- 
relirain Civil Law to one City or Common-wealth.* But 


there is no place for that reſtriion here. If we were diſtin-- 
; guiſhing, 
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guiſhing the Laws of men, thoſe of Nations one with ano-' 
ther might ſtand on. the one {ide , and thofe of one Nation 
among themſelves on the other, But while weare ſpeaking 
of Civil Law in contradiftintion to the Law of Nature, all 
Conſtitutions of men, whether of one or more Nations, be- 
Jong to Civil Law, as intruth they turn all on the ſame hinges, 
Wherefore to ſay his Exemptions need -human- Conſtitution, 
is to ſay they necd Civil Law, and Beflarmin though he 
had a mind to ſpeak big, docs in reality agree with thoſe 
who derive them from Civil power,  as- you have rightly 
obſerved % 

But vide to ſtray into:every winding of the Labyrinth, let 
us take what Bellitmin gives. To follow Goid, and. avoid 
Evit, "He : and all mpngſzpis a-precept of the Law of: Nawre, 
nd'thzt inthe mollzinraperand moſi undiſputable agceptation 
of the: wotd d. 0m wagp warns * nmands 

WA mayy h 0) fe Fu ( 1 

# | alige pany. typrure to 
Der; is:ko trath. nothing), perfedhly and eve- 
Good, bat:-Gad himſelf; all other things: may. 


avoid i it. 


ry way 


* and bad in everal reſpeRs, But wu 'good:there; 


w1 


Graph "IF4 acxclude a greater. good 0, is: t94,be..logk? oy 
ybad:) Ot allchaGoods thaw ek y;he bounty of 
- © Ek ping, or ves hm nie i: 
re, 1s NO ar colmaparil on ich-the-good 
4 oye. hefourcea and ſecurity of. allthe-refloinwhin- 


ever Ts 1 f wary it, is oppolite to gobd\'of 
Marking, ut on the Notion gt | By ON arr to 
ht; gain, 
notimi MS ature. 

nd. fince.no' ower . ne by Sr penn and- wd of all 


which is direftcd by the perfeGionof Judgment, 04h 
| nd Incoripati s, .it is. plain there can be nocommand 
ature for any. thin acompatible. with, Government: I 
_ (hep, ij wo hy Juan zingiche Queſtion -of 
"gf yatutcy,, Your catiglity, maybe ſacixfied, if we 
can tind the, Nos in* : queſtion  jncomliftent - with Go- 
veroments.; For. it will;be. as, evident, -they can have no pre- 
tence, eizher: ta,the Law of God, or Nature, as it is that 
ncither, God nor Nature command any thing contrary to the 


good 


(39) 
good of Mankind, or incompatible with-other commands of . - 


both, or either, x | | 
Lee us then briefly refle&, that a Common-wealth: is a Prrſefs ſo- 
multitude of men united together. for the benefits reſulting £45 Cir 


y tas ef, 
from the Union. Thoſe benefits Ariſtozle tells us, are all forts {; po no. 


of Goods, and that in abundance, and fo as to need nothing jam, ut its 
out of the Common- wealth. To deduce them particularly cam, on- 
' will be needleſs. For *tis obvious that as much as we need, 's copie 
whether. for the convenience or neceſſity of life,” and as much _ cconpags 
Induſtry as we may. uſe to get them, no man. out of com- ;, ile 
munity could call any thing his own, or though he preterrare- 
could, were able. to keep it, or count longer on it, than till 4*-rentis 
{ ſtronger than himſelf took a fancy to it. , *Tis Law-whigh //#£/n 
determines, and Law which fecuxes propexty, and-Laws arc rift p 
nothing but Rules of men. in Community... Takethat away lit. lib. x, 
and you turn the World intoa Wilderneſs, where men will-ſixay 
in a wretched and remedile(s confuliop, pinch'd with want, 
and expos'd to all ſorts of yiolence. Now becauſe no end 
can be attain'd without means, . nor means uſed ' without 
bling known, of neceſity to attaio the ad of # Common- 
wealth thexe, muſi be ſome to make known, and; direc: the * 
means to be uſed upon occalion,. others to purſue thoſe di- 
retions. So what was barely multitude before , becomes 
now.a Body, conſiſting of a Head to order for the good of 
the whole, and Members to be orderedby it. And in the | 
ſubmiſhon of the members to thoſe orders conliſis the Union, , 
which gives the name and Notion to a Common-wealth.” _ . 

This ſubmiftion cannot be purely voluntary, fo. that men 
obey at pleaſure, when and as far as they think fit. For noc 
- to mention the abſurdity of making the Common-wealth de- 
pend on Capricio's, unable to ac, oreven ſublift with ſica-. 

neſs, the very notion of ſubmiſſion - implys <biogaties-. 
For it. ſignifies that the member. is to be ordered bythe Head, * 
and who is at the ordering of another, plainly cannot diſpoſe | 
of himſelf. Again, there being nothing in-man to be ſubmic- 
ted but Underſjanding and Will, and Underſianding while ic 
lies hid, and diſcovers not itſelt by outward effects, not fal- 
ling under the Verge of human power, there remains only;  - 
Will, the principle of Actions, - which can/ibe: ſubmitted. : 
Burt where the Will is ſubjeR,, bo plain it cannot be- free, 


or 
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- , or not ſubject, It will perhaps bc impertinent to add, 
that: this obligation on the one fide tO obey; cannot be with 

out power on the other to cotmmand. - Nor can there be 
” greatcr oft more palpable non- ſence, than thar there ſhould 
he a- Head to order the Members, - without power to order 
them, .a-Head being nothing but ' ſuch a power lodg'd in one 

or more-perſons. But *rwill- be fit co refleCta little upon this 
- powers <7 4h Wy. | YE TO” 

\Agithe whole -is evidently ſo many men, fo the power of 
theaWhole is plainly: the power of fo many men. And fince 
everyimm. has. power over himſelt, and what he has, and 
the powes of every-one is'trafisferred to the Head, the Head: 
has plainly: power over every 'man, and what every man 
has. 3 So/ that whetereripropricty men have by Law in their: 
' Guodswrdiberty (of 'theis\aRtions, tis all-with ſubcrdinati- 
cn- fille che ſupreme power, which has a greater and para- 
mount authority over thoſe very Goods and Actions, and may 
andb-dught-dipoſt? of them »as 'the- common good requires, 
Neither" is:anyebing\ more reaſonable” nor' c#n'ir be other 
" wiſts» «For is'onp by conjunRion with the whole, and a0 
' partofitz: ichat anyorabh has any thing. Phat-this Land, or. 
Hnoſe:us maine,-: and not another mans,* is only becauſe it is. 
come: tome. in-fuch s-manner as the Laws of that Society 
whereof. I am a+Memiber, - trave appointed to make jt mine. 
*Tis only by the ſ:me conjunftion a man can keep' what he, 
has. Any; one that is*Aronger than he' might rake it from 
him;  bucithar, 4heievhole'in which he lives—takes His part, 
jpyned touwhich ke>is tows flronger than' the bther, and: 
fears: him >noti:« W hereſore fince' "tis the whole which gives: 
and feowres toi every: min-ail he has, the pood of the whole 
is -ewoxe His good than his private gobds: can” be,” and” he is* 
wrong if-when-any thing he has. is neceffary for the' good; 
of -thes whole," it be*not diſpos?d that way, '' To griitmble at; 
parting with -fomething, when otherwife we have nothing, . 
is a pitch: of folly. at- which fordidnefs it (elf 1 think is not 
yet arrived. : Again, it cannot, as 1 ſaid; be otherwiſe. No. 
end can be compaſſtd either: without miearis, or with means: 
- our of our 'power. Wherefore to put a Hedd tb look: aftes , 
thd good of the Body, without power over the means neceiſa-', 
ry-40 compaſs that good is manifclt non-ſcence, Theſe means. 
bcing 
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being evidently the Perſons and Things within the Common” 
wealth, the Head muſt cither, baye power to dilpole of both _ 
for the 'good of the whole, - or 'not be a Head. 

For. which reaſon that power+cannot be ſeparated: from ie, 
no not by the Head it felt, much les by any body elſe, and © 
*twould be ill-with men if it could. You may as well ſepa- 
rate Rational fromijman; for, that is not more ecffential to 
man, than Power to Head. But were it poſſible  andvthe © 
Head could. (trip it felt of its power os Head(ſhip, Atimighe 
allo, and muſt by doing fo, f(irip the man;; whom 
out of his power, of his Memberſhip. For plainlyaa: Head, _ 
no Member. And then, belides that he-would be out of the 
care of the Head wy jahls coſe AB gt 
pleaſureqr, ancy, loſe alb thgbene@es he: enjoys cing; 
2 Member end-ahets we have found 4xeboth thi grcateibend 
all the comfgzts andaids. gf litc.; ,But Srfpare this aanfiders- 
tion, becauls 4 #hink. it will returnagain? im therariean time, 
we have.ia. a .Cammgn- wealth: Power iy thicckleed infepa+ 
wh and;uncapfind, and. which both-mayhahd onghtrteddib 
pr & of .all Pexſons.,gnd;; Thioga-yithis the Compionavenith 

r the common pod in the Members; .obligation to 
concur to, or phey Any. 1 and. all, this, with ametcli- 
ty ſo abſolute, -thag that who takes either away, takesaway 
the Commog-wealth ors | in xemains. torldok: now none 
Excmp tions. . UMTQD 3013} i q< I, 

"Thos, af.w ns are [Soliton a Enemptibas a\ 
the Pexſpns, of TY fromgheTttburdls, i and; of their 
ecods from, thei, Taxes o, .Scaular- Rrinced cd Poradvyenture 
there fro) more toconfi fare botb,)thaji tO aſſume wicbour 
more” ado. that. the Clergy axe Members/ of: the Gomimon+ 
' wealth.; It isa propoſes which ane: would; think »nevds 
no provieg, and. yet. the: dif ag Yak is at /an-endy-if-itb&gran- - 
ted. Membe rs are ſubje& bey.me Mernboraghereloaryiny 
are ſubjee, is pretty po Lalit at-ſubjectivn goes take 
very Notion of Member, is already [ron - Notwithltand- 
ing ſince Bellarmiz with an inconſtancy,” whichſhewes he was 
at a loſs, ſometimes plainly grants, ſometimes inci deuys 
it, ler us caſt away a:little time upon-it me ; - 

4 bc>V 4 
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The end of a Common-wealth being the good of thoſe who 
compoſe it, If we flopet.thr goods of this life, a Clergy-man 
perhaps is noneceflary Ingredient to a Common- wealth. For 
Peace and Plenty, quict! and iſccurity, and whatever relates 
purely to this World, may;betad-without thitn;” But take a 
Common-yealth, fox ;a Sdeiety - defigning amd! providing for 
the whole good. of -man, amd a Clerg' 'G@hnotdefpared, 
becauſe on him depends the: chicf,' and'inferuch tire'only good 
of Man, , Pie adyancing/in the -way' to Fital Bliſs: For other 
things bear not that name, with propricty; -farther>thanss they 
: comrivyge teghivanolamatherontrary they are harms when . 
they hinder, it, as þey; multwaeics: do when they 'do not advance - 
it. Pleaſure, ; and/Righes,/ #nd what the World calls Proſperi- 
ty, as much as .ounyaftity prizes them, arcinreatityiwertched 
. miſcries,  w (They: eſ1ov?d- for themſelvesvand!'nut uſed 
for means 9, encodah Fund the Cobler and is thuch 
a happier man, cthasj tbe thi flouriſhes in Woauhes, 2nd Pa- 
laces, if he.uſes what God (aids berrer.! 1A/Commioroweetth 
therefore js) not, perſet; i.and in” Ariftorte's Ker us Sys 
extra. ſe $0 pgyreol able to attairr'the 'ent} (offs Coro 
mon-wealth, the geed: of 'man; in which thert ar@wdEatans 
to compaſs This; as welt as -othes @obdsno Tok thÞ Good: 
for which we.arc greate&; theicare ofrxautiioht biynagican 
put off, and, much-(s a iSocictybf''meaiv ilegnodnf ts 
Plain we cannot have bijt by. the Clergy. 4it 19 inrra neat 
them by God, from whom they received /theilkmewtedpetef 
fGving tryths,;,!znd -cotrmand” to 'teach/them vl the tegd-of 
the World. Wherefore whatever be.of' a Cornmetivwtalth, 
conſidercd purely, with-relation' to' the-good” of this life, a 
Chriſtian Commonwealth cannot be without a Clergy-man, 
A Magiſtrate to:end, differences, a Sonldier to fight, *an Ar- 
tificer, an Husbandmin;, or who elſe is requifite for convenience: 
or plenty; may as welt-and: better” be ſpared, thari he who 
furniſhes the Common: wealth: with a greater and more neceſ- 
fary good, and without wbich che quict, and'ſecurity, and 
plenty, and whatever others contribute, is uſeleſs. And fince 
*tis evident that They ate all Members, and neceſſary Mem- 
bers of the Common-wealth; becaufe the end' of a Tom- 
mon-wealth cannot be had without them, *cis evident alſo 
ghe-Clergy-man is a neceſſary Member too, and more necef- 


; (43) 
fary than ay of them, -becauſehe is #* ribceſſar nag 
more neceſlary pantof thetndf 2 Cetirrion- ar, $ wy 
*Tis tedious toloſer words: in'a' mater ettimi le atHoR, 
by Eye-fight.*::Foridv. weinct feb Thry*thakei8\molt pl! 
one, and the firftiof 1the' thece:Orders br Vietes? Which 
ſent the Bodyoſithe Conyiwin-wealth ? «With i 5afſe 
do not make-a"diftindtorder, but Me Thaſhave hp 
the RepreſentativesoftticKingdom: '' Methinks 
an eXtravaÞant*biffinefs to' be put''to'prave- thatthey te" 
bers, - whaare every where acknowledged*T6t Pring 
bers, Again, Do'we notidee! cheytokenily” a64'Phre 
Convey,: and-do atf © which mienvare/ſm Wr'4 by 


and nya ye. to do, 'and 't0 /whichy mend 
mitted with- exclufton of Aliens? '1n onthe F pk 
6 hf 
he 


not draw-the, waters of relief frany the! 
toall the Mygabets? And "if-thein/Prind i 
do they not thinkherbreaks:his CotondtioniO 
it impartially we) his ſubjects ?bDY n60 
their ſhare in;all/ the-advimtigeband ptivited 
and to which they conld have no Title or Pretei® 
not Members 2 Indharr,” there is no-provinga8y 'mit 
ber, .if they be. mnot-L For all'the»Toptckstwhieh? 
for any, bold for. themts nox. is ic more ytpuphanit't father," 
and incompatible withrthe Notion'Gf a Ootntiwioweakh; thats 
Membher :is vet ſubjedbtothc Head, the iri9\r40@imot | (eii6e* 
chat ,Hhey:arginat Members. '->/' 11:15 mon froth 79 Geng 
Lightly: than eneiſ{hiltnot- eoet -wih 2a binds Fes 
that of BeNarwvin's,c whenher fays; the Orv Yi; OrwpVire BRrehlh 
al., not formal parts;of: the: Commondwieulet2%uaÞ? 
Prince and .Tribunals of their own. © T-dvan;"he 
great reaſon -to thank-[him, for his ſubility?' age [lt. 
be ſent to that Prince, and thoſe: boron pH Juſtic&hs« = 
a5 they need it ( and who but thtirownPrinee is 'to Miſes 
of them ? )) their complaiits/petchance” might mg 
think of a ſecond Recognition. ' But 'yet' even to rititht 
enough to-ſpoil his Market. For bare material fivitly inf _ 
Country, ſubjeQs a mans perfot'to the Laws bf thac'Gouncry, 
and the Goods he has there to Taxes. Aliens are every where 
. prote&ed, while they break not the Laws 3 but if they do, 


it will not avail them to plead, they ire not formal parts - 
t 
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the Common-wealth, They are puniſh'd as natives, accord- 
|, h ing as the Law of the place in which they are, not their own, 
appoints. They pay Polls likewiſe, and their ſhare in other 
Taxes, if they have any thing liable to the Tax. Wherefore 
chough' Bell armin went as far as ever he could to find out this 
Formally, and cannot go farther though he would never fo 
fain, unleſs he blind folks: ( For people who have their cyes 
can fee where the Clergy materially live Fa yet this Formality 
will do the Clergy no good, the material ſhare which be cannot 
deny thern,, drawing along with it a ſhare in puniſhments, when 
they” deſerve it, and Taxes too, . And as the Clergy are no 
way advantaged, the Common-wealth I believe will be as lit- 
tle concern'd in bis ket. So they can puniſh the perſons, 
and affels the goo ds. I ſuppoſe. they will not-tnind mach 1 with 
what Fortnaſitic cS men,of.ſpeculation amuſe chemſetves. ig 
But let us look; upo g:.thole. Exemptiohs - a" ihe carer. 
That Corpo wel Auconcive is bar ey not} ke to 
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live long,» e&' from, injury, 
and provi I: 

b* ro do i is 
ahi es 7X the, means to /Procure: gal di 


mmonrwealthy; agÞbeedth 

E Raby bo pow ka dent 'unf nel nad, ſtandin every 'oh' Ny 
"Ms eogfe | fe Ve —*"1guard, af + FAT: with. h is 'Nct p; - Know abt whe: 
off Do of lr ther it may De c d, lo, puch as 2 Heardiofia! kftd of- tatio- 
| nal Beaſts,.. Ee a$-.meer; Beaſts; tho per up on the 
=weaker. & power '0f.the-whole: B Seive, aS has. 
been diſcoir a g. _ Head or Prince, the Prince muſt have 
power to right his, wane caſe of wrong, 6r there can 

be neicherHeag nor. -Neither is it material from whence 

| | the wrong comes. " Whoever .does it, whether Native or 
Alien, in or out © of; (his; Nominioos, {become ſubject" to' his 
Prince whom he as: wzong,'d; as far xs: concerns reparation, 
Relief is ſought at his hands,, and he gives it by forcing the 
offcnder to amends, if he; be. within his reach, or if he'be 


- not, *tis juſt to plus hi when he i bs, andrlght þ his Sub- 
jets by War. - 


| potato if it;have; no- Bo Tariyt 
. hob ho powns-le put, eo WA bra 
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* This Reaſon indifpenſably ſubje&s Clexgy-men to the 
et of the Prince, even though they had. according to 
Fellarmin? s extravagant conceit, another Prince of their own. 
For *tis not' whit they are, ' or to whom they: belong, bur, 
what They may dc. tf thy can do wrong, we need not 
lbok for thre. And that they may do w wrong, is ſqmething 
too plain. . Whattyet. Exemptions they claim or have, th ey 
have none from, the corruption-of Natute. *E.were to 
wiſh'd they Bad! 'That'oric Ex£wrption would be more 1 th 


- than all the reſt, ''Biit'they imay, and alas ! do fall omieximes as 


well as others, and nced.as well as 6thers the fear of puniſh- 
merit, to awe the crookedneſs of Natur into-fome ftrait- 
neſs. It. Lypela ſound harſh, and thee rhaps .invidious, 

jato all ſorts of" w Op ' and ſhew 


to dilate. ; 
; donk, and .muſtibe: a, pi hers were no __ 


whit migh Y 
help for it. . Let it ſuffice that to Pripce a power 


over them, , when Bed x 6/rws port to breathe Low. and, fall 
into crirnes, ,, abandon priva to all 6. wrongs, 
which the pray be terypted \tof iS, afd- x ck vertue 
rw xcliſt Hes Tempraion; to abandof the. publick- to the 
_—_— dangtt' of .; michinations, "if '3e "any time they 
of, eh 6b: wickedneſs ;*Treafon.. In ſhort /, 
Us "46 & 1;the, Þ rifice t0+.be Prince 3 For he is plainly: 
no Prince who $85,,nd, powet to right his Subjects. By the 
way, Ne wn ſeth exfanyHince for.all, by Prince 
} me; ti-&f1, atop x& of (i pireme. power whereſoever- 
lodg 4d; if EY, poſs, ce aeendin of the different CON-, 
ſtitutions of, rent mMon-w That yaricty is no-". 
renedo me, Und Ewilf tot od il.my. oy kit in -unconcerving: 
things. _ 

It may pethaps | be thought tha theſe; are avfl; 6 furmizes,, 
and that the'g ay of wght eb is- beognes by.beipg fo- 
much as ſuſpected' of doitig wrong lO OhES, 60 and.that; bow-,; 
ever at'worlt right may ,upoti complaiotbe had againſl. as.many.. 
5 own him, whom Betfarmin makes their Prince. But 1: doubt 
there is more of Bipottery y , than ſence_in thoſe * thoughts. . 
Not that I queſiton the goodnels of: "the Clergy.. But? tis DOE, , 
for men to chavge the ſecurity” of relief, , when, they necd it. ! 
which they have frorti their Head as Members, into afaint,,. 
aid poſſibly -dedtirful” iifidence of a” private mans vu 

An 
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' And then to ſeck relief from any but ones own Prince, wg 
omit that*cis unpraQticable, and hes a hundred inſuperable in- 
conveniences beſides, *tis plainly againſt the nature and end of 

(; a Common-wealth. For men live unitcd to obtain redreſs of 
wrongs by th:ir union, and would quickly break it, if they be 
forc'd to ſeek it elſewhere, and where the very purſuit of it 

* may chance prove as great a wrong, as that whereof they pur. 
fue redre(s. 
As theſe things are too plainto bea ſecret any where, they 
arc underfiood in Ttaly it ſelf, and when time was, were acu- 
; ally pleaded. *T'was urged in behalf of the Venetians, in their 
confiders- contefis about this matter with Paul V, That the power of 
tte ſup.cenſ- puniſhing offences againſt the Laws, could not be ſeparated 
þ _ __ from the ſupreme Power, and that to ſay a Prince bad any bo- 
» Paul: 4: ra bs ATE. ; <p 
V. ly in bs Dominions not ſubjet to bim in Temporal matters, 
. or aty otber concerning the piblick good, was all one as to ſay 
. be was not Prince. To make which diſcourſe the more ſtriking 
| They brought it to his own door, and alledged, That the 
- Pope exempted indeed from Biſhops and I 6 but could 
not exempt from bimſelf without ceaſing to be Pope, They 
urged alſo, what peradventure is more {cnſible in a Country 
ſo impatient of injuries, but yet rujnqus every, where ; That 
the Laity being wrong'd. by the Clergy, -and not revenged by 
the Magiſtrate, willrevenge themſelves; and which is worle, - 
out of deſpair of being righted when they arc. ance. wrong 
ſtudy to be before-hand, and prevent. the. wrongs they tear: 
Which what a gate it ſetsopen to the dilturhance and ruine of 
the Common-wealth, is needfeſs to be mentiqned. | - 
I have not been follicitous particularly of the Exemption 
.. from Taxes claim'd by Bellarmin, becauſe I think it will not 
+ be hard to get hisconſent, that the Goods of the Clergy go 
 alongwith their Perſons. Nevertheleſs we may briefly refle@, 
which I think was hinted before, that the Prince, or ſupreme 
power is to provide for the ſecurity of the whole 3 that, pro- 

«+ Vition cannot be made without means 3 that theſe means being . 

/ in the hands of particulars, unlels they may be taken out of ' | 
thoſe hands, to be employ*d for the publick good, as occaſion 
requires, - no proviſion can be made, and the end of Society is 
loft. And fince the Clergy have their ſhare, oftentimes a very. 
large one, in the goods of the Common-wealth, as they 7-6 ; 

Ke ts a : hardly 
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Thow, are ſubjed 


Is etlowgh"rſd | 
clear. $ertey $24 hy FH 0G 
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cannot d 

<xmor be. uſe 
*Þlaing? i ] iy exd apd Mem- 
brew ot FWlthemr: power to' command, and obligation to | 
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obty,” fort of the Cymnion-wealth. 3!Tis plain, the 
Clergy ##e"Metiibers,” at leatt ina Chriſtian Common-wealth, 
"and though they 'Wwere'not, would benerea whit the 1cls ſub- 
je&'t&'the'Power under which they live;: baxciy by living un- 


der it. Forwhich;' though Teontented mydelf;withalledging | 


"the cuſtory of Nations, - yet who!/iwilkayny Grd itin Nature 
\ too. 'As a firangtr'cannot go'into;g {Fargiga.Country with 
- afety, unleſs the Laws there ſecurs;jhim-fxom.injury, fo nei- 


© ther can that Country receive him with ſafety, unleſs the ſame. 


Laws may. hinder him from doing; any«:Again,: thoſe Laws 
. arcRules appointed for thecommean good; and if the Stranger 
' donot regulate his'Acions;,and.,Nmablick, and whatever com- 
merce he has with the Natiyes,. hy. thoſe Rules, the common 
good is prejudie'd;': and the! Power-to whoſe care it belongy, 
is to procute reparation fxpma the anger. So that who Tra- 
vels, does upon the mattex leave; or rather ſuſpend his Meme 
berſhip withche community $0 yo Birth ſubjects him, jr 

at 


" 


- 
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for the time of his ſtay unites himſelf to that in which hes, 
whereof he becomes a kind of Member, with that difference 
betwixt him and proper Mcmbe rs, which his caſe requires, and 
the Laws whether of Nations, or particular Countrys have 
eftabliſh*d. *Tis farther plain, that Security, and Quiet, are 


fome of the many goods for which men live united in Socie- 


ty. *Tis plain, they cannot be attained, without power to 
hinder diſquiet, and wrong 3 and that Power is plainly no 
Power, if it cannot a& where ever *tis needful it ſhould for 
thoſe ends. Wherefore whoever brings diſturbance, and in- 
jury into the Common- wealth, mult of neceflity come under 
the Powes which is to keep them out. I might have dilated 
fartherz but I thought it ſuperfluous, conceiving he muſt be 
very partial, or rather very blind, who needs more light to 
diſcover Bellarmin's' Excmptions, not only groundleſs and 
anproved, but unprovable, and manifeſtly incontiſtent with 
the great and moſt natural good of man, regulated Society, 
Wherefore ?tis as impoſſible they ſhould be commanded by 
God, or Nature, as that cithex can command things harmful 
toman, or incompatible one with another. Neither can he, 
who will obſtinatcly perſift to maintain they are, avoid being 
driven at laft to ſay, That Bad proceeds from the Author of 


. God. 


- It may ſeem firange that Learned and Good men ſhould 


be for things ſo falſe, and fo pernicious. But whither will 
not miſtaken Zeal tranſport us?? It ſhew'd them, I ſuppoſe, 


— but one (ide of the Meddal, and made them fo hot upon the 
. advantage of the Church, and Church-men, that they mind- 


ed not the harm they did the Common wealth. Which is 
the lefs to be wondred at, becauſe it hindred them from ſee- 
ing thac They hurt even thoſe they think topleafure, For 
I ammuch miſtaken if theſe Exemptions be not more preju- 
dicial to the Clergy theraſclves, then any body elſe. And 
this not only for the dependence the Church has on the Com- 
mon-wealth, without which it cannot well be, but onnearer 
and more obvious confiderations. Leta King ſay to a Clergy- 
man, as Bellermin would have him, Thave no power over you, 
He ſays at the ſame time, IT am no Head in reſpedt of you, 
mor you a Member in reſped® of me, or of that Body wbereof 
Tm Head, . Thus much 'evcn Bellarmin himfclf fays ; for 
tis 
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*tis his diinQion of material and formal Members, in other 
words though | know hg elſewhere ſpeaks otherwiſe. . Now 
This, if I underſtand ExgiifD, is to fay, If any body wrong 
. you, . you muſi not come to me for redreſs ; for I bave nothing 
to do with you. Or if good nature mak» me interpoſe , "ti 
purely out of Charity ; not Juſtice and the obligation a Head 
by to the Members. | 
Pray how far is this from Out-lawry ? An Out-law is bu 
one put out of the King's, proteion: and he who caynoc 
claim his protection of right, ſeems not much, if at all, bettcs 
than he who is formally pat out of it. For a;/King may pro- 
teR an Oat-law if he pleaſe 3. and unleſs he pleaſe, at this rate 
he need not protect a Clergy-man. However barely to change 
the priviledge a ſubje has to fay to his Prince, I. heſrecb you 
do me Juſtice, into I beſegch you. do mg 8 hindu, is what 
the Clergy are firange men if they take for a Priviledge, and 
they are ſtranger friends to them who will not þe quict with» 
out it. 
. Again, willnot the caſc be altered, if thoſe among whom 
They live, ceaſe to look upan them as fellow Members, and 
whoſe good, for the_ community of Society, -is their own ? 
The expericoce of (irangers in all Nations, infiryas vs ſut- . 
fcjently how colgly people intereſt themſelves in their wants, 
or affliFions, or whatever concerns, And what more than 
ſirangers are. They, whp by ceaſing to be under the Princes 
power, . ceaſe to be; parts: of the Commone-wealth ? ſave mates . 
rjally,, as. Be{larmiy phraſes it, and are firangers, Till: the 
Warld be. made up of courtefie, and good Nature, ayd cvery 
body be ſure to be their friend, whether he be obr 
liged or no, the Clergy in my opinion ſhould for their gwa 
lakes ; ceaſe, eyen, to wilh:-for ſuch Excmptions. .: As meo arc 
n9w,, £wijl be jll for them to haye-yothing but good Nature, 
and;Courteſic to truſts. ids leapt io allow 
: Beſides, as the Clergy are of the ſame nature with other 
men, they need the ſame conveniences and ſupports of life ; 
nor did thoſe, who invented theſe Exemptions, mean, Ifyps 
pole, to dimigiſh thoſe eonvenigaces and. thele fuppgris, -Othes 
men ſeek and tipd ſuch things in Socicty :- Can the Glergy, hops 
for them ptherwiſe?, Cap. they. get what they, want, ar kep 
what they get, Or xecover wank they: lole, but by means.of 
2 


the 
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the Common-wealth? It is plain, their caſe is the ſame with 
other men in this point. Whatever They enjoy, They hold 
by Common: wealth Tenure, 'and cannot poflibly hold other- 

wiſe. Now I ask not how they can pretend from the Common-. 
wealth, if they be not of the Common-wealth, nor any of the 
many obvious queſtions which the. matter ſuggeſts, and where- 
of ſome are partly hinted before. I mind only the Priviledge, 
and would know what Priviledge, Excmption from Taxes 
is, fave a Priviledge of doing ones ſelf a miſchicf. A man 
has a Penny : if he part with one Farthing, he ſaves three; 
if he do not, he loſes all four. Is it a Priviledge to this man, 
to keep his: Farthing, when it is plainly to keep nothing ? Sa. 
it is with the Common-wealth, to which if we contribute no- 
thing, we can keep nothing. It preſerves usall we have, and 
our- contributions preſerve it. It is the great Ship, which 
carries us fafe through a Seaof miſeries, which would other- 
wife ſwallow us up. Who dtfircs to be exempted from pump- 
ing, and labouring in it, when. it is needful, what priviledge 
docs he defire, but the priviledge of drowning ? Ie is plain, 
that the good of the whole is every private mans good, and 
more than any private good can be for by it hehas all other 
- goods. Tt is plain, that Taxes are neceflary to this good. 
Wherefore it isalſo plain, that a Priviledge of not concurring 
# to Taxes, is but a Priviledge of not concurring to a mans 
own good, and his greateft'good 3 a Privitedge of letting the 
- Common-wealth pcriſh, and periſhing with it for company. 
Clergy-men muft-of neccflity ſtand: and fall withit, as wellas 
others, even though they were but material partsof it, as Bel- 

Iarmin fancys. When the Ship Sinks, the Paſſenger. is loſt 
3s well as the Marriner. | 
'!T'cannot- imagine how This ſhould be thouglit a Priviledge 
unleſs 'by that error, which has ruined many a Common- 
wealth, of thinking all loſt which is given to the Pablick. Did 
people'reflect, that what: is given in that manner, is inftead 
of being loſt, put: out to Intereſt for them, and td a greater 
advantage than they can poſſibly make themſelves, They would 
change thcir-thoughts and Janguage. The true priviledge lies 
onthe other fide, that* by means. of Society, what particular 
mer have ſhall be employed more for their good; and in a bet- 
ter'manner; than themſeclyes can employ it ; and-that, _ 
ey 
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they have not wit enough to prefer a greater good before a leſs; 
there are who will take what they arereſiy to give, and do 
'them good whether they will orno.. Next to the Priviledge 
of Nature, ability to purſue our- own good our felves, is the 
Priviledge of Fortune, to fall into hands which willdoit for 
us. In ſhort, fince Man is a Creature made and obliged to- 
ſeck his. own good, and the great good of man is Society, and 
the good of that Society, the great good' of every particular 
in it, and Taxes are for the good of that Society, to deſire 
to be exempted from Taxes and think it a Priviledge, is to de-- 
fire to be exempted from aQing according to our Nature, and 
think that a Priviledge which is a miſery. For a man who acts 
= like a man, is a very wretched, and.a very contemptible 
thing. 

I aefire not..to be miſtaken, as if T thought a Common<- 
wealth mult needs be ruin'd, as often as a private manfails in. 
his 2uota,. or that ſome, and as many as the Publick pleaſes, ” 
may not be exempted from Taxes. - On the contrary, 1 con- 
ccive it vot only ſafe, but even fit to exempt thofe who have 
no more than can be ſpared from-the neceſfities of the Common- . 
wealth without prejudice, or employ what they have.to as 
great, perhaps a- greater advantage than Taxes. For the 
Common- wealth both necds it not for the end' of Taxes, and: 
enjoys the benefit of it in-another, and 'it may be better way. 
And ſuch at leaft ſhould be the caſe of the Clergy, of which I: 
intend to ſay ſomething before I have done. I meant only to 
fay, that not to concur to Taxes is in its nature 'ruinons to the 
Publick, and therefore no Priviledge, but a harm to the Re-- 
fuſers, who if the Common-wealth: periſh, muſt needs periſh 
with it. . And that it's in its nature ruinous is evident, For 
let every man refuſe, the Common-wealth cannot'ſtand. That 
this effe&t does not follow, when private men are either ex- 
empted, or exempt themſelves by fraud, happens not for want 
of harm in the thing, but becauſe a fingle man has no ſenſible 
proportion to the whole,and fo the good or harm he does is im- 
perceptible. Now if there were but one, or a few Clergy- 
men in a-Nation, or but one or a few Fields in their poſſeſſion, 
as Little in moral things paſſes for nothing, They would not 
need to pretend Natural or Divine Law for Exemptiens. 


Every body would be more forward to give to, than take on | 
nem» 
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them. But where They have a conliderable part of the Re- 
venue of the Common-wealthim their hands, as in ſome places 
of the Venetian Territory P. Paulo ſays, they havea fourth, 
in ſome a third part, the Common- wealth can hardly be fup- 
ported without their afliſtance. For belides that the reſt 
would alwaies grumble at the inequality of publick burthens, 
They would not often bear them with any tolerable conveni- 
ence, where ſo much more than thcir ſhare is laid ontheir 
ſhoulders. 

_ I forbear to weave the Exemption from Juſtice into the ſame 
diſcourſe, becauſe every body I ſuppoſe will do it of himſelf. 
* For every body muſt fce that Juſlice is as great, and as indif+ 
penſable a good as Taxes, as neceſiary to the whole, and to 


/' Particulars; and therefore that the Priviledge of being ex+ 


emprted from it, is- but a priviledge of doing the Common- 
wealth as much harm, as depends on the Exemptee, and help- 

«dog toruine That with which he mult needs be ruined too. 
Upon the whole I conceive I may with contidence conclude 
that theſe Exemptions, as being many ways harmful cannot 
proceed from God or Nature, and therefore what the Clergy 
* have of this kind, They have from human Power, ſeeing, 
and by their wiſdom providing, that what harm there is in 
their Nature, be over-ballanc'd by a greater good. And in 
* this perſwaſion I conceive too I ſhall be well abetted. Perad- 
venture where things are clcar. by Reaſon, more light is as 
needleſs, as Torches to ſee at Noon. But the pallate of the 
Age is quealic. Men refuſe good meat ſometimes, becauſe 
they fancy not the diſhes, and will not harken to Truth but 
from a mouth they like. To gratifice their humours, it will be 
neceſſary to take a little more pains, and produce Vouchers of 
_ «greater credit. v5 551 
As for grave Authors of his owa Form, Be/larmin has ex- 
'empted me from the trouble of looking after them. . For he 
brings them to the Bar himſclf, and opens their Evidence, 
and ſtrives to anſwer it. _ 
I thought once to have Reply'd to his Anſwers. Butbe- 
fides that my Pitcher, contrazy to the caſe in Horace, - is al- 
zeady become a Jarr, and *twould be monſtrous to work it into 
a Tun, I conlidered it is pot our bulineb at preſent. We are 
not now upon the Ihat's ſoid, but the Who ſaid it, To exa- 
mine 
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mine who hes moft reafon for what he fays, is to turn back to- * 


che merits of the Cauſe 3 which if any ove will do, I am well 
content to leave him to himſelf. For he muſt have cither 
very bad cyes, or much turn'd away, who will not cafily ſee 
through all that is ſaid, In the mean time it is enough for 
my purpoſe that *tis acknowledged, and by Betlarmix himſelf, 
that what he ſays is contradiCted by Catholicks, men of note 
__ as himſelf, and whoſe Ns has as much authority as 
his | 

But I conceiveit fitting to produce ſome of 2 higher Form, 
and whoſe credit is unqueſtionable. To begin with one, againſt 
whom none Can ſpeak, or be heard without impicty, I vouch 
in the firſt place St, Paul, Rom. 13. [et every Soul be fſub- 
je to the bigber Powers, And hcre | might end as well as 
degin- For this is in truth alone deciſive. He muſt have no 
Soul who can pretend this command comprehends him not. 
Yet letus hear his Interpreters, Theodoret upon this place has 
theſe words, Sive eft Sacerdos, &c, whether one be a Prieſt, or - 
Prelate, or bave profeſt a Monaftical life, let bim chey boſe 
( ijs cedat) to whom Magiftracy is comminted. Tbeopbyla@, 
upon the ſame place, has almott the fame words 3 UVniverſos 
erudit, &c. He inftruGs All, whether a Prieft, or Monk, or 
Apofile, that they be ſubjeG to Princes. St. Chryſoſtom, Hom. 23. 
upon the Epiſtle to the Romans, Sed exs Panilns, &c. But Paul 
makes wſe of ſuch reaſons as command obedience to the Powers 
by way of debt, ſhewing thoſe thiugs are commanded All, aj 
well Priefts as Monks, #08 Seculars only. And thi be declares 
inthe very beginning, when he ſays, Let every Soul be ſab- 
je& to the higher Powers : Thoxgh you be an Apoſtle, tbough 
«n Evangelift, though a Prophet; in fine, whatfoever you ſe P 
For thi ſubjedion is not againſt Piety. TID 

Let us next hear Popes themſelves. Gelafins writing to the * 
Empecrour Anaſtaſins, tells him, that The Prelates of the Church 


owe bins all obedience in Temporals; And again, Ep. 10. , 


Antiſtites Religionis, Biſhops alſo themſelves are to obey thy Laws, 
and this becauſe; foraſmuch as concerns the Order of Publick, 
Diſcipline, that is, the Government of the Common-wealth, 
We know the power is by*ſupernal diſpdfition,' given to Thee. . 
Hnaftoſiw to: the fame Emperonr acknowledges, that Biſhops 
are ſubjed to the Lows of the Prince i+# what conaerns © MT 
, lic 


[4 . 
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« rely Neſaipline:. But. Peiureg>to: Biſhops 2:tbe Mylte- 
6 wh uf rae rv *EputtGartd paes yak 

A King of France. -:\irtbhbow: muchftudy;nd:l abour 
. exdgpvesr, for takingeaniy the feandsl ofi ſuſpicion, 's 


command us alſo to be ſubjei, St. GragayitheG rat; Apcaks 

with a ſubmifſion which offetls Batorine, aud makes hinwfirata 
. "this wits to linda ſcurvy wayto colous the/bukotis. But noVar- 
onifhowill by. That be,was ſubjef t0 the Erhperours commaid : 
isFhat he: did what be owght imobeying: the Emperaxr;,omoner fide, 
ore pu artery the other's That Power from:Hemvrn 
mn 19> thei! _ bit Lotds, as he calls Empezourggomer 
I, DUM Die, well as Somldiers, &c... have: a-bluntill 
"rs, nr Pri bno Artcan praQice upon? 3 3405 
\Nv4-canhdti bus eahts hotite by the way how Be{/ariviziſiriyes 


| fo wearhevehoſe Rocks. -z\He objects: agaivi{thinyelf thaefope- 


3Tafth phiczb StwP anli;itwich; the other teithe faras>puipble 


pram ry ITY roger Wn eng ery ters | 
+, Aud-atbfwtrs;)/\; —_— ces/ are ganenahyi qnd/moadl mo 
Facre: than abat: —_ be. ſubje-+0 hin1 own; Srpertor, 


\ Bud oboe fabjettion. of the Clergy t0 Princes) common be provid by 
i them, o#ilhi be proved rhat” Princes are | amfal\$nperiourezand 


that Sheep have prebeminence over Paſtors ,Ginildntn ever Ronents, 
while Zomporebn ondn \Spirituatn, © 'Aud-yet we'do.ugs enttr adit 
+ $r,Chryſaftome dcither.. (For though we ſay; the; Bepe' above is 
He proper: Judge vf the Clergy + and Monks ytt iwexpanfeſ? 
i hr ng 2s: wellas the Laityx|i Fat:Puiaces 
Hor ahem» amb They muſthonourandprpfer bitnz»e0d 
him too, direQively:not bo FP er ur opGogs rage 
(mew eftriions? + 254 


114 iFThae Prejudics ſhould be thus powerful! Is.it pelibleBe1- 


-..theowin hould in earneſt. perſwade himſelf, the Apoſites meant 

- -qaly-in general, «that every-one ſhould obey whom heought 

D, *obqulttebaity: theiv Seculur;1:2hc Clexgy their Eccleſiaſtical 

? Ronen whom 

All ar&:dommandee td obey;} expreſly;namagl by :$14 Peter, 

" | > Kivge, and Dukery' ot Governaurs, fevx-t@ punich evil: doers 3 

-/ahd by: Sti-Pexl, -Magiftrates who bear thaSword:? Can he 

© 0G "Commands pic piabeletgn Rc 
cleliaſtica 
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cleſiaſtica] Superiours? Are They Kings? Do they bear the 


| Sword? Are Theythe Minifters of God to wrath, and ven- 


geance'?? What better proof would -he have, that Kings are 
lawful Superiours, even of the Clergy, than St. Pevl gives, 
viz. that their powers are ordained by God, whom co refit is 
to acquire Damnation ? | 
IniSt, Peter we find the reaſon of his Dadtrine expreſ}, 


Ul 


when he admoniſhes Chriſtians ſo - to 'converſe among the » 


Gentiles, that They who ſpeak ill of them, maybe moved 
by their good Works to glorific God, and the ignorance of 


| the fooliſh be filenc'd. By the Calumny which-che Apoſtle 


means, all Interpreters underſtand a (aſpicion crept in among 
the Gentiles of diſobedience to Temporal powers, and con- 
tetrnpt of their Laws. . For ſuch a fſeditiovs DoQtrine there was 
among the Jews, begun by Fudas the Gatilean, and tenaciouſly 
embrac'd by the Phariſees. It was too well known by the 
diſorders it cauſed, and being miftaken for a point of the 
Jews Religion, Chriſtians. were afperſt with it as deri 
their Religion from them. Both the Apoſtles-zook care 
clear Chrittianity from the aſperſion, and therefbre ioftrut- 
£d the Faithful co obey. Secular powers , not by conſtraint 
or force, Propter Iram, as they phraſe it , but for conſci- 
the powerithey bad. - | Fair 

This: was the matter of Fact. Confider how how Belfar- 
min handles it. There is indeed, faith he, expreſs mention 
made of. Kings, becauſe at: that time it was very neceſſary, 
leaſt they ſhould have hindred the Preaching of the Goſpel 3 but 
yet the: Apoſilis meant no. more, than that every one ſhould be 
lubje to his. own lawful Superiour. | | 

Is not this to ſay, . that the Apoſiles were not men of that 


holy famplicity, which is believed ? For *tis plainly to go about * 


to over-reach Princes with fair words: to ſeek, by making 
them believe They ſhould have obedience from All, to cajole 
them into the. Church, there to be taught a new leffon, and 
find there was no ſuch matter. Is it not to: ſay, They did not 


[ 


eng," becauſe ch was the Will of God, who had given them * 


diſpence the Goſpel with, that Fidelity which they profels ? - 


For they included every one within the command of obedience, 
ang yet. meant a. good part {ſhould not be! included. They 


taught that Kings and CEE. 00 Highes powers ip - 
| pc 
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tpe& of all, and that-it..is aches Will: of God, that all.be ſub- 
gp) of z& co-chemy: and-Kiae tor UH char icfioone. the Will of God, 
1. bnd thaviFhey ur ithighard ot x xxbpecd-of wht 
malſhovrpgris iro make ven Wpock plain wondeie}>0 a 4 
thioCommentipaſs? thtiri difcarade wiltidechibar Rewple 
wrtaſbwio:thinkbapyi Cheijibay pn rn nen ge jabs 
yt! Poriwe'ceth you format iobry i6> die rÞ 
Hog  rfaith Sernape tif Avlfogh 52 , 208% 
ti her for | SriChdyſetones; he eomrradicts:n0t Hiding ihefay 
The 8aifielays ;Fhut All; theGlergy 2s well avtlic tang 
#8 high}: of atieny arelſuk ;& v6 thoſs Hipher Power? 
eh In Boa/dpdg ks: NBetiurmiz ſays, Princes camhiads 
dlemeicher with thejeForfots, 'morGoods. Is wot chis 6 (ip 
They arc nt abject >! and is not ſwhjel?, and wt Poroind 
- ttadiftion:7 How! cyhdht avoid contradicting 8rs Chryſifthing; 
andthe teſt); whoipoal) 35 he does 'Whys! hawks 
pe'alvhe* opdr (Judge; + yet he abowythePrineeitsy 
hw dogogenveatns hat isrhis hore newoohiew 
Gtion 2 'Foy. how can a Ries be a King, and- not-v pig 
Jadg6di Todtcerminedifferences/is one}: andVars effenciakp bh 
. of g'Kings Office, ?Fis'truc,” between a Judge by Commilns 
en; and @' Kivg, there is a" diffcrencev "And yavierenAithy 
dre repreſents? chrnge EG Gr nti gn + trans 
Cormmgſion, *byatiiahercht Tnſepayable 
from King.'4. Theoewrarh Vis; 10+ Sow oh ROWAN. 
ftv Sceular Phintes-are nor lawfu} Supetiours;" ahd yet\ Rings. 
ofthe Gage rerniaRions : They a ea bedepea in 
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that ;heipercaiv@ mot where hes himſelf, Nature-will-be tho 
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fas remaining SubjeAs can bave nothing inconfiſient with ſub- 
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nothing to ſay; but reaſon will not allow any man to believe 
him, unleſs he could prove it, which when he went aboutto 
do, we ſce how ill he ſucceeded. 

In.che mean time I ſe theſe priviledges were granted at ſeve- 
re}, 20d long diſtang times. 1 ſte that the Clergy when they | 
had .the former, had nat the later, and before They had the 
firſt, had none at all. Wherefore I muſt needs think thar gs 
They werede Fao ſubjc& before the Laws, fo they would be 
de F289 till but for the Laws. This way They have a clear 
:;Updoubted right to their priviledges, as much and as ftrong as 
' #Hy body has to any worldly thing. No other Right wasever 
thoughtof in thoſe Ages ; and yet in thoſe Ages lived allt 
DoQars. of the Chirch both Greek and Latinz men who 
| had at Iealt as much inlightinto the Laws of God and Nature 
as Bellarmin, and as much Zeal for the good and honour of the 
Church. He docs not make out ſo much as plaulibly the Right 
| which, he P etonds. from thoſe Laws. 1 conceive therefore 
way conclude up | 
which the (gf ax are all from Human, nat Divine Law 


which though it alwaies guided the Church, and was perad- 


venture better underſtood, and more revertnCe'd in former time, 
was never pretended till lately : That They: neither have-nort 
can have anyaExemptions, ' which free therp abſolutely; 
ſubjeQion, that being a thing which neicher a Prince can Wy 
_ nor Nature bear: And that whatever Bellarmin ſays, this? 

acknowledg'd both by the Clergy themſelv.s, and- all the 

World beſides, by the univerſal conſent of all people and places 
that notwithſtanding all their, Exemptions, They.are (till truly 
SubjeQs, and by being ſo.obliged. to all that ſubjeRion.obl 
with that difference betwixt- them and. orhers' in the'petfors. 

- nance of their ſubjeRion, which their priviledges impbrt; 
Poſſibly out of this univerſality may be excepted ſome' of thoſe 
who live as Bellarmin' did, in the Popes Territories, and fo 
Have but one Prince bath ia $pirituals and Temporals. . , Theſe 
axe 596 apt to think jt is,' or-ought to be, with the reſt of: the 
Warld as it is with:them 3 And who knows-whether thatcons 
cit be tiot the originat ſource of the whole ſiream'Z Bur elſe- 
where Ithiak the General Rule has no exception. 

And. ſo I had done, but that I remember we live in-times, 
in which notice -is publickly taken of che contempt. of the 

| | 2 Clergy, 


nttie whole, the Exemptions, or: priviledgts 
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Or not ſo well and readily be employ?d,if we were not affilted by 
2n.apprehenſian iof a particular concern, .or. propriety of his: 
in. them. Applying this to- the:Clergy,: when They, or their! 
Goods are called the-Lot of: God, given or conſecrated to him; 
peculiarly his, and what elſe is aid of this kind, *ris not that! 
He is ſubj*t& to the Merm and Tuxm found in the World 3 nor 
can his property: have the ſame. Notion, which-ours has in re-/ 
ſpe. of our Goods or Servants, who are wrong'd when they: 
are taken away, or diſpoſed of, without our conſent, . But: 
themeaning is, that They arc cfiabliſht in a way of life in which: 
by actions proper to it,. they are to employ Themſelves and 
their Goods, to the greateſt advantage of themſclves and their 
Neighbour. From which that they be not diverted by hu- 
mour, or intereſt, or violence, to ends teſs beneticial to mankind, 
He .is intitled to . them, that who neither cares nor'fears to' 
wrong another man, . way be checkt by the fearvt wronging 
God, 2gainft whoſe'Avger there is no Shelter. | 

. And very requiſite it is, .it ſhould be ſo. A Chriſtian Com-' 
mon- wealth can. no more be without Clergy, than Chtiſtiani- 
ty- Becauſe they are men, They cannor be without ſuch things 
as-the. nature - of -men re quires;: Meat {to feed, : ard Cloaths 
to cover them! and: this not only what is barely ſuffici-' 
entito preſerve them from Hunger and'Cold 3 but, as the tem-' 
per of the World is, where-Porverty is alwaies accompanied 
- Witch abjcctionand ſcarny in a/proportion which may keep ther 
Mm:reputation. with! thoſe' aniong whom They live, / and with 
whom: ina cordigion::of Concempt They would want: credit 
to do them- the*good: they oughts -Belides, there muſt be 
Churches for people to Aﬀſemble in 3 The fervice there, muſt! 
_ not be flovenly, and ſordid, and apt to tempt thoſe who'come; 
ta .irxevercnce, or abſtain from coming aghin for ſcorn,” ' Fou F 
know. blame our Chutch:for excceſive Pomp in the Sacred Ser-" 
vice;31 for my; part;: think no Pomp: can be £00 mitch. Had 
you reflected as much as & have done'on the nature of mzn, and 
how ſtrong the Animal: part is yet 10 the beſt of us, peradven- 
tuxe you would be of: my- mind. But letting that paſs, there 
gocs cxpendetoal this, 'and who: will*be | moſt thiiſty inthe 
Service of God, will /tind' it cannot” be performed irany toles 
xabldway fora little. © TU EI UNREST NT wa 
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Chriſtianity would quickly 'be in a lamentable caſe, if the 
Clergy had not wherewith to maintain themſelves, as ?tis fit - 
They ſhould be maintained ; or their maintenance depended 
on the Capricio's of often froward, and ſometimes malicious 
men. They muſt of neceſſity either diminiſh into a number 
too ſmall, or languiſh in a contempt unable to benctit the 
World. It there were no money to build Churches,” no pro- 
vilion to keep them in repair, no allotments for the expences 
of the Service in them 3 within a while there would becither 
no Churches, or no S:rvice in them: If They were debar'd 
the exerciſe of their Functions, or tranſplanted into other 
Callings, or fo taken' up withother employments, that they 
could not attend their. own, whether by the humorous plea- 
ſure of other men, ' or their own irregular paſſions, man- 
kind muſt needs loſe the benehit it receives by them, and that 
js no leſs than the hopes, becauſe the means, of a happy 
Eternity. 

That both the men therefore, and the Goods appropriated 
to theſe ends, be look'd upon as Sacred, and appropriated ina 
peculiar manner to God, and wicked or inconſiderate men be 
aw*d by the fear of Sacriledge, from prejudicing Chriſtianity, 
by medling with either, is a great mercy of God, and great , 
benefit to Man. But it follows not therefore, They may oa 
No occafion be touch'd, A Clergy-man may become wicked, 
and hardned, and obRinate in wickedneſs. The good of the © 
Common- wealth' may require, that the incqrrigible offender 
be cut off, whether for Example, 'or to. avoſ perpetual Inju- 
ries and diſturbances to particulars, or ſorffetimes hazard co 
the whole. Canany man think, if this be a requiſite and ne- 
celfary good, that God would hinder jt, and that He who, , 
neither has, nor'can have other end'in all he ommands, then, 
good to man, ſhould command what is harmful"to man? The 
injury to him,' if any could be done him, would be to harbour 
ſo prepoſterous a conceit of him, and his commands, as if he. 
would be diſpleaſed when we did our ſelves good. But if 'the— 
Temporal Sword muſt be uſed,” *tis evident it mult be uſed by 
the Temporal Powet, for the Spiritual has it not to uſe. * And » 
becauſe ic muſt not ſtrike blindly, the Temporal Power mult 
alſo take cognizance of the matter, 'and ſee why, and when,, 
and how far it is fit to ſtrike. Res ohenoperc on ooh 
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For the r.ſt, here is-great reaſon They ſhould be excmptee 
from Magifiracy, and Souldiery, from Trades, Offices, ang 
whatever Services of the Common-wealth. For their own 
FunRion plainly requires a.whole man, whether you look upon 
the qualitics neccflary for ir, neither to be gained, nor pre- 
frved without long and conſtant pains ; or the perpetual, and 
thoſe neceſſary occafions of excrciling it. Between both, 
They have cmployment for every minute of time they have, 
. and for more if they had it , and muſt of neccſſity neg, 
IQ their own duty, if any conſiderable part of their time 
be taken with any other. Again, as a man of no cſieem 
ſhall be but ill heard of, whatſoever he ſpeaks, there will 
be ſeall efficacy in their Exhortations to vertue and good 
life, if They be not in good reputation. Wherefore, if at 
any time They yield to the temptations of human frailty, 
it is but fit {their faults be kept as much as may be from 
: the eyes of the Vulgar, and retihed among themſelves. And 
if they have Judges of their own quality, to end their diffe= 
rences, and corre their miſdemeanours, and preſerve their 
reputation unſoyl?d with the Laity, the benetit is not Iefs, -per- 
Haps more to the Laity than to Them. In tine, *cis for the 
advantage of the Common-wealth, that They have whatever 
is uſeful to. perform in the b:ſi manner aFunGion, which is. 
more advantagious to the Common-wealth, than any other is 
or can be. And if the Common-wealth grant Them not all 
" ſuch Exemptions or Priviledges,, or however you will call 
them, it plainly wrongs it ſelf. But yet it is the Common- 
wealth which grants them. Eoxr. as for Judges, unleſs they AR. 
in the nature ot Arbitrators, by. voluntary conſent and. ſubmil-. 
Gon of the partys, They cannot proceed to force, but by ver- 
cue of the Temporal Sword and however Ecclechaſtical the 
Perſons be, the Judges are pure S:cular Judges, when they. 
proceed in that manner. Again, {ince no perſon nor. his Ser-, 
' vice can be taken. from. the Common: wealth without its good 
will, and 'conſent, the other Exemptions. are alſo fromthe. 
Commoen-wealth ; though peradventure in. things apparently. 
iovconfiſtent with the EunCtijon, to allow. the FunQion may be. 
to grant the Exemption without more ado. That of particu-- 
lar Judges is more ſubject tothe circumſtances. of Time and. 
Place, and'therefore more depends on.the pleaſure of Common» 
| wealths, 
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wealchs, which alſoproceed differently, as every one finds moſt 
convenient for itſelf. id i 

As for their Goods, to note this bricfly by the way, ' The 
Clergy were at firſi. rather Truſtees, or Stewards than Proprie+ 
tors. Being look'd upon as men free from afteRians to the: 
things of this World, the piety of rich men gave largely to' 
them, to maintain Themſelves, and the Poor, whence their 
Revenues gct the, name of the Patrimony of the Poor, belides 
to keep the Churches in repair,, and furniſh the eXpences of 
the Serviceinit. The money thus: given was put into the Bi-: 
ſhops hands, and by his appointment diftributed to the ſeveral 
uſes by the Deacons, who gave account of their diſtribution to- 
the Biſhop. Afterwards: the paſſions of men giving occaſion 
fo complain of incquality in the difiributions, this Arbitrary: 
Management. was altcred by Canons,, and: the Whole divided: 
into four parts. One for the Poor ; another for the Clergy 3 
a third, for Repairs the fourth for the Biſhop and his Family,, 
to excerciſe Hoſpitality. In proceſs of time this too was 
changed. What became of the ſhare of the Poor, and: 
Churches I cannot tell, but the Biſhop, and iofcriour Clergy: 
diſpoſed abſolutely, and independently, without any .account;- 
of their own. An opinion beipg. ſet on. ſoot,. which-.cocs nor 
reliſh with every body, <ven. at this day, that they are true: 
Proprictors of their Goods. {35250 

However it be, had They no mcre than is rcquilite to main- 
tain them in the way in which *tis. fit they ſhould be main-. 
tained 3 or the over-plus were ſpent in the uſes before menti- 
oned, and for which at firſt *twas given there is great reaſon. 
to look upon their Goods, as the Lot of God, and upon taking, 
them away as Sacriledge. Neither could the Common-wealth 
require any thing of them, without employing it in uſes leſs: 
beneficial to It, than thoſe in which it isemploy'd already. 
neither cbuld there be any Pretence to doit. For a Common- 
wea'th in her greateſt exigencys, never takes from any ſo much: 
as not to leave them wherewith to ſubſiſ.. And *cwould be 
contrary tothe end of Taxes -if they ſhould. For Taxes are: 
to preſerve what people have from Enemys. And no Enemy: 
could take away more than All. So that the Common-wealth 
by ſo.unjuſt a Tax would become the Enemy. But it never 
ddes Tax thoſe who haye nothing to ſpare, and had the Clergy: 
no-' 
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no over-plus, They would be inthe condition of poor men, 
untaxable. | 6 ls foam 
But when They have not only ſufficient, but abundance, and 
excels, - it is extravagant to fancy the Common-wealth cannot 
take what is not needed, to employ it where it is. Weſee Þ 
their exceſs, inſtead of preſerving, ſometimes diminiſhes their |} 
reputation, and expoſes them to the envy, and murmursof 
people, who grumble to ſee the liberality, perhaps of their 
own Anceſtors,. abuſed it may be tovanity. To intitle God to 
goods ſoemploy'd,' is to intitle him to the abufe of things, and 
to Vanity, Nor can any thing be more ridiculous, thanbc- 
cauſe what is neceſſary for his Service, ought be «fteemed Sa- 
cred, and his, to think that muſt be ſo too which is employ'd 
not in his Service, (omerimes againſt it, and his Laws too, 
In ſhort, if'the Common-wealth need it, and They can ſpare 
it, It is injurious to God'to fency he would have any thing cm- 
ploy'd leſs uſefully for man than it might be. 
Upon the whole, I conceive They have from God the Pre- 
. rogativeof the Keys: They have Commiſſionro go and teach, 
and Baptize all Nations > They have affurance of his perpetual 
alliſtance in the execution of their Commiſſion, and of a Wo if 
they execute it not, and whatever elſe appears in the Sacred 
Books or Tradition. -Fhe Piety of Men ſuperadded the reſt, 
ſome more neceſſary, all convenient, and which, as many as' 
they are, I'wiſh were moxe. Ando I take my leave both of 
Them and You, remaining 
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dr nR Poſtſcript makes mea very ſirange Complement. 
For why (ſhould you think me the only honet man? Had 
you addreſt your f{clf to others, as you might to divgrs, who 
would have told you the ſame tale, They, it ſeems, would 
have been the honeſt men, and I tor want of luck, in your 
black Roll. And yet I think it more poflible for thouſands of my 
Religion to get through the grace of God,an intire Maſtery over 
the corruption of Nature inall particulars, than that any wif- 
dom of Laws ſhould make all the Subje&s of a Nation honeſt 
men. In ſhort, we inherit the DoGrines, and we inherit the 1In- 
nocence of our Anceſtors the Primitive Chrifliavs, and while 
you will have it ſo, muſt inherit their hard fate too,and bear the 


burthen of other Folks folly. But I ſhould think, if you would 641.5. 5. 
let every one bear bis own burthen, and that Soul only die which Exch. 18. 


fins, you would find by Experience it were the beſt Policy as 4 
| well as Piety. For God's Law is the beſt way both to profpe- 
rity in this World, and happineſs in the next. For there}, I 
aſſare you faithfully, 1 know nothing of the matter you menti- 
on. I know that bad effects are not incredible of bad cauſes, 
and I know thoſe bad cauſes have nothing to do, at leaſt, 'with 
my Religion. Inevery thing elſe, Iam as ignezant as thoſe in 
Chiga, 


FINIS. 


